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1266 MARINO im... 1h 
Snorkel Mask ‘ (Bm article \ 
1206 CYCLOPS ; tograph 
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U. S. DIVERS MASKS FOR 1957 ; 1 woul 
1211 SQUALE (Blue); 1212 (White). $4.95 ; conver 
U. S. Navy used, approved. Unsurpassed in design, quality and diver acceptance. . $i 
1221 DEEP-VU 1201 CHAMPION DELUXE. (Bive); 1202 (White); 1203 (Green). $4.95 pe a 
Dive Mask Excellent design, superb quality throughout, the ‘‘Champion"’ is fast becoming the 4 oe mo 
favorite of America's skin divers. 4 ‘ 1S prob 
1206 CYCLOPS AQUALENS MASK. For the nearsighted. Round, shatterproof who is 
lens, curved outward. With Champion Deluxe Mask, stainless band. $6.95 ; of Zail 
1266 MARINO SNORKEL MASK. New design with magnetic valve, nose How 
and/or mouth breathing. $15.95 immed 
1221 DEEP VU MASK. (Blue). Incorporates features of Squale and Champion gn an 
Masks. High quality blue rubber, safety glass, stainless steel rim. $2.95 Bact, 
NEW SQUALE FOOT FINS — THEY FLOAT! veer 
Dark blue, floating rubber, just right stiffness in blade for maximum power. Extra flex- é 
ible foot and heel pocket, open toe design. : area ¢ 
1411 SQUALE STANDARD FOOT FIN. S, 5-8; M, 8-10. $7.95 / 3 be we 
y 1412 SQUALE STANDARD FOOT FIN. (With ankle strap). L, 10-13. $8.95 
1413 SQUALE GIANT FOOT FIN. (With ankle strap). L, 11-13; XL, 13-16. 
\ $10.95 
: s NEW SCUBA ADJUSTABLE FOOT FINS OF NEOPRENE — 
211 SQUALE High quality blue-green Neoprene and rubber compound. Resistant to sun, salt water, chlo- (Ed 
Dive Mask rine in pools, aging, etc. Newly designed foot and extra strong, flexible Neoprene strap. _ article ° 
1432 SCUBA STANDARD ADJUSTABLE FOOT FINS. M, 7-9; L, 9-11 $4.95 . g have 1 
1433 SCUBA GIANT ADJUSTABLE FOOT FIN. L, 10-13; XL, 12-15. Giant size * three 
blade, bigger, roomier foot pocket. $5.95 z month 
1431 SCUBA JUNIOR ADJUSTABLE FOOT FIN. Neoprene. Size 2-5. $2.95 
1442 SKIN DIVER STANDARD ADJUSTABLE FOOT FIN. M, 7-9; L, 9-11. 
Same as Scuba with sleek black rubber, resistant to aging. Extra strong, \ 4 -. 
flexible straps. $3.95 ° Diver” 
NEW LOWER PRICES! — Pressure Gauges and Filler Attachments \ 4 and con 
New exclusive Bleeder Valve permits easy finger tip disconnection by relieving the locking fo say 
air pressure. 7 
PB PRESSURE GAUGE. Indicates cylinder content. $9.95 meer 
OB FILLER ATTACHMENT. Brass tubing. $7.95 Alic:1 
QB COMBINATION FILLER AND GAUGE. Brass tubing. $17.50 i Tam « 
1766 “‘SEE-SEA"’ UNDERWATER AIR GAUGE. Permits diver to check at all to the \ 
times the air pressure in tank. $19.95 the pos 
1203 CHAMPION DELUXE 1755 “PUSH BUTTON” J VALVE AIR GAUGE. Stationary gauge. Shows air ‘ much \ 
Dive Mask pressure in tank at all times. $8.95 PB Fin i Finall 
NEW PRECISION DEPTH GAUGES J respon 
All brass, geared movement, Bourdon tube principle. Completely sealed in plastic case. -a as novi 
1812 DEEP SEE 70 DEPTH GAUGE. 70 ft. $7.95 
1813 DEEP SEE 140 DEPTH GAUGE. 140 ft. $8.95 
1814 DEEP SEE 230 DEPTH GAUGE. 230 ft. $9.95 
NEW HIGH POWERED CO, SPEAR GUNS 
1508 “SHARKFIGHTER’’ CO2 SPEAR GUN. Average 40 shots per CO? cylin- 
/ der. Compact, powerful weapon designed for ease of operation and main- = 
j tenance. $47.50 a .. € 
Site Ty 1506 NEW “JET COMMANDER" CO2 SPEAR GUN. Single CO 2 cartridge. more in 
, Lightweight, automatic safety. $26.95 Where 
j 1876 NEW AIRMARINE EMERGENCY FLOAT. CO> Cartridge type, U. S. Navy A sounded 
1876 AIRMARINE ®} used, approved. Greater float capacity, longest air retention. $3.95 oe it] 
e von 1801 AQUA LUNG SNORKEL. Stiff rubber tube, surgical rubber mouthpiece. 4 ‘ “i fs 
mergency Floa $1.95 | or elg 
NEW UNDERWATER CAMERA CASE = we 
Only domestic case of precision die-cast aluminum (anodized). Guaranteed against - only be 
leakage to 200 ft. Lens of highly polished ground glass. 7 and wer: 
1651 ORCA ARGUS C-3 $67.50 . 7 tion exp 
1652 ORCA LEICA (All except M-3). $67.50 | 
NEW WATER PROOF WATCHES 
1866 “AQUA LUNG’’ WATER PROOF WATCH. Guaranteed to 1000 ft. Bezel - : 
moving dial to record diving time. Luminous radium markings. Automatic PT Wy AQUA-LUNG 
winding, 17 jewel Swiss movement. $99.95 wee SNORKEL 
1855 “50 FATHOMS"' WATER PROOF WATCH. Guaranteed to 600 ft. Bezel ~ 4 
time counter feature. 17 jewel Swiss movement. Luminous face. $49.95 1866 AQUA-LUNG WATCH 
Waterproof Please 
. and mai 
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Letters 








. The January issue of Skin Diver had an 


article \ 


ritten by Mr. Koyanagi, a press pho- 


tographer from one of Japan’s leading news- 


papers, entitled “Ama Divers”. 


Mr. 


According to 
Koyanagi these divers receive from two 


to three million yen per month. 


Having spent five postwar years in Japan, 
J would like to state this amount of yen, 
convericd at the present legal rate of 360 
per $1.00, comes to approximately $7,000 
per month which amount of money per month 


is probubly not earned by anyone in Japan 


who 


is not directely related to the House 


of Zaibatsu. 
However, if Mr. Koyanagi is correct I will 


immedi.tely return to the land of the rising 
sun an’ get in on the bonanza. 

Inciiently, if there are any persons inter- 
ested banding together in the Camden 
area cull me at Merchantville 8-5590 J, may- 


be we 


in get a club going in this area. 
MSgt Edward J. Hayes 
16 Lanci Road 
Maple Shade, New Jersey 


(Ed. note: The concluding sentence of the 


articl 


have 1 


three 
mont 


e was a little confusing . . . it should 
id: “They usually get from two to 
lillion yen a year, about $75 per 

h.’) 





I discovered the November “Skin 


Diver” yesterday in Madrid and must write 
and congratulate you on your publication and 
to say that I have taken a subscription for 
a year on the strength of it. 


Alicunte, where I live, is on the coast and 
Iam able to swim all the year round due 


to th 


the possibilities of 
much 
Finally I 


e wonderful climate but now I see that 
Skin Diving open up a 
vider range. 

Cor- 


should like an Exchange 


respondent in the States who will accept me 
as novice but with real enthusiasm. 


. Can you press Dr. W. F. 


more 


Where, how much §, etc. . . 


Frank W. Alston 

Apartado De Correos Num. 18., 
Alicante, 

Southern Spain 


Ruegg for 
info on these new contact lenses? 


-? His letter 


sounded great. Lenses that can be worn all 
day without removal are a big step from the 


time 
told 
only 
and \ 


ighteen months ago when an eye doctor 
me not to get the item, as they could 
be worn a couple of hours at a time 
vere sometimes troublesome (not to men- 


lion expensive). 


Ple 


and ; 
for fi 


will 
prese 
ing, 
woul 
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W. R. Berg 
Rome, N. Y. 


“NOTICE” 
“ALL A.A.U. CLUBS” 


se drop a card with your club name 
iailing address, to be placed in my files 
irther correspondence. In the future you 


be asked to state your opinion of the 


it rules governing Competitive Skin Div- 
ind what modification you may _ think 
be helpful. 
Marie C. Dessell, Chairman 
National Competitive Skin Diving 
Rules and Conservation Committee 
602 Rue Max 
Warrington, Fla. 











FABULOUS NEW ACCESSORIES FOR THE 


SPORTSMAN & SKINDIVER 
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AMPHIBIAN “600” WATERPROOF WATCH 
made by Eska of Switzerland. Precision 
17 jewel watch, pressure proof to 300 
feet, housing and band in heavy stainless 
steel. Self winding and manual, shock- 
proof. Reserve time indicator, movable 
Bezel to measure remaining time (import- 
ant for decompression). Sweep second 
hand and numerals in heavy radium. FULLY 
GUARANTEED FOR ONE YEAR (providing 
housing has not been opened). Gift boxed. 
Only $79.50 Fed. tax. included 





Imagine a guaranteed waterproof 
watch that is pressure proof and self 
winding, a depth gauge with an ac- 
curacy of less -- 2%, a water and 
pressure proof direct reading light 
meter for both still and movie cam- 
eras. These precision devices were 
designed for your specific use. Take 
advantage of our low introductory 
prices...send for yours today! 





















ADMIRAL 
DEPTH GAUGE 







ov 









ADMIRAL DEPTH GAUGE 


Bourdon tube construction with an ac- 
curacy of less + 2%, 250 foot depth 
reading capacity. Solid brass housing with 
a satin chrome finish. Luminous dial and 
hand. Heavy plastic strap. (March ship- 
ment) Extra attachments—Liquid compass 
housed in sturdy plexiglass. Positive depth 
indicator tells you accurately how deep 
you have gone and remains fixed until you 
move back to 0 position. Depth Gauge 
$9.95, Compass $4.95, Depth Indicator 
$1.95, Complete $16.50 


AEQUALUX UNDERWATER PRESSURE PROOF 
LIGHT METER 

Completely unbreakable, waterproof hermeti- 
cally sealed, pressure proofed to 100 feet. Di- 
rect reading for both still and movie cameras. 
Can be used on land as well as underwater. 
— Handsome genuine leather case 


JOBBER AND DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


POSTAGE PREPAID ON ALL SHIPMENTS 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: Exclusive Distributors 


IMPEX SALES CoO. OF AMERICA INC. 
136 LIBERTY STREET, NEW YORK 6, N.Y. 
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MARCH COVER—Cam Portious of the Vancouver Skin Divers 
with a five by seven foot piece of hard water. This group has 
pioneered ice diving, which has become popular around the 
globe. Photo by the late Jim Willis. 
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Editorial 


(The SKIN DIVER RESCUE and RECOVERY program is progress. 
ing with great speed; letters are coming in from all over the country, 
Many Life Guards, Demolition Teams, Firemen and Aquatic Diree. 
tors are offering helpful suggestions. The following letter by Mr. 
Riley is most enlightening . . . read it!) 


Dear Editor: 

Congratulations on your efforts to get a water rescue program 
started. We of the TELE-FINS heartily endorse the progr:m and 
offer full encouragement and support for its furtherance. We have 
a special reason for being interested in such activity. 

On February 19, 1956, we were called upon to meet a s ‘uation 
for which we were not prepared. On that day a father and | is four 
children were tossed into the churning reef surf at Bird Rock from 
a capsized homemade skiff. We had just completed a dive in the 
area and were up at our cars on the street unaware of the - -cident 
until several minutes after it happened. When we were notifie: of the 
tragedy by the frantic mother we raced to the scene and im ediatly 
started rescue efforts. There were no other divers in the a‘va and 
the nearest life guards were approximately three miles aw y. We 
did the best we could. The victims were out about 400 ya: Js and 
only two of the five were still conscious and struggling wi! en the 
first diver started his swim. There were three of us to make t! © swim 
and we were successful in rescuing only the two oldest child: -n. We 
also brought in the unconscious bodies of the father and on other 
child. The fifth victim we could not find. Life guards met u~ about 





half way in and resuscitators were set up on the beach and _ aiting, 
but to no avail. The two oldest children were the only survive s 
We have hashed over this tragic event many times. We a:= con- 
soled only by the belief that no other group, no matter how skilled 
in rescue work, could have come up with different results 1 this 
particular set of circumstances. However, in looking back «e feel 


that we did not turn in the best performance possible. Tis has 
pointed up to us the need for rescue training for skin diving :roups 
and we got ours started during the summer. 

For the purpose of our rescue program all members are r quired 
to memorize key telephone numbers; life guard, coast guar, and 
fire department. Each man has a definite job to do when an emer- 
gency arises. The job he does is dependent upon his proximity to 
the scene. The nearest starts immediately for the victim. The farth- 
est races to a telephone if it appears that additional help or a resusci- 
tator will be needed. The others grab fins, innertubes and lines and 
go to the aid of the first diver. The one involved with phoning, 
whether he phones or not, stays on shore to control any crowd, aid 
in beaching and be the first to give artificial respiration. We als: have 
a definite routine for emergencies while we are out diving. Our big- 
gest problem was trying to develop a method of administering arti- 
ficial respiration on an innertube. We finally hit upon a system that 
works quite well. It requires two divers to load the victim on the 
tube and pulse him by alternately drawing his elbows and _ knees 
together and releasing them. This can be accomplished while swim- 
ming the victim shoreward, however, a third diver comes in very 
handy for towing the group while the other two are working on the 
victim. 

We needed a code name for our operation so we could hold drills 
on the beach without starting a panic with the familiar cry of “help” 
For this we chose the name “Beaver”. It seemed quite appropriate 
at the time as “Fiesta Del Pacifico” was going full swing here in 
San Diego and every one who could, was sporting a handsome beard 
Our driils are entirely spontaneous. When the mood strikes, a diver 
without warning, shouts “Beaver’’, and races into the water. He is the 
victim. He swims out some distance and relaxes and the rest of the 
group must rescue him. We have learned a great deal from our drills 

(Continued on page 35) 
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@ most imitated su imming fin in the world 
- now available in Deluxe Floating Type 





e CRESS| RONDINE FINS 


manufactured and distributed 
exclusively in the United States by 


HEALTHWAYS 
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KEY WEST —William Stephens, 31-year- 
old editor of the magazine “Florida Out- 
doors” was found guilty and fined $50 by 


a Monroe County Criminal Court Jury. The 
charge: Violation of a state conservation 
board ruling concerning possession of spear- 
fishing equipment within certain areas. Stated 
County Solicitor Allen B. Cleare, “The state 
has not charged the defendant with spear- 
fishing—that is another section of the resolu- 
tion.” 


DARWIN — Japanese salvage experts are 
gambling $70,000 in hopes of getting more 
than a million dollars in sunken bullion from 
the remains of four ships—the Peary, Meigs, 
Mauna Loa and Zealandia—resting on the 
bottom of Darwin harbor. 


LUDINGTON, Michigan —A cat that likes 
to swim and a skin living dog are pets of 
the Douglas Leafstrand family. Leafstrand 
says Whitey, his wife’s cat, never misses the 
fun during swimming parties. He added that 
his dog, a 90-pound Chesapeake Bay Retriev- 
er, can dive to four feet, swim ten feet 
underwater and stay under at least a minute. 


KINGSTON HARBOR, Ontario—Skin diver 
Ronald Huff recently dived into the icy 
waters between a local dock and a ship, 
the F. S. Brown from Fort William, bring- 
ing up a purse that cook Mary Klages 
dropped while descending the ship’s ladder. 
The purse contained $660 in soggy but still 
spendable bills. 


NEW YORK, New York—Blonde, pretty, 28- 
year-old Gill Faure—Queen of the French 
skin divers—arrived to visit friends and make 
several lectures before leaving for the east 
coast of Florida to search for sunken 
Spanish galleons rumored to have gone down 
in those waters centuries ago. In addition to 
being an experienced diver, Miss Faure is 
employed by the Marseilles Museum as an 
archaeologist currently on a_ three-month 
vacation. 





BERKELEY, California—Members of the 
Congers Club of Oakland are helping Uni- 
versity of California scientists to push re- 
search ahead on cancer and fundamental 
problems in biology by supplying University 
zoologists with fresh sea urchins—needed 
for their sperm and eggs in cell-division 
studies. 


HOOD RIVER, Oregon—Diver Tom Amer- 
man assisted local authorities tremendously 
by descending 80 feet into the Columbia 


6 


river sunken car. Amerman 
reported it was too dark to determine if 
there were bodies in the vehicle, but he did 
rip off the car’s license plates so_ police 
could make a check on it. 


and finding a 


ITHACA, New York—Cornell University re- 
searchers have found physiological and ana- 
tomical characteristics which enable the loon 
and the duck to excel at underwater activity. 


Spectacular changes in heart rate and dif- 
ferences of blood composition are believed 
to be key factors permitting these aquatic 


birds to dive to depths as great as 200 feet. 
It is also believed these factors account for 
the birds being able to remain underwater 
for as long as 15 minutes. 


BIRMINGHAM, Alabama— W. W. Abell 
can do just about everything on and under 
the water. Abell, for many years Director 
of Physical Education at the Birmingham 
YMCA, can do calesthenics while standing 
in the water, rock 'n roll, sleep comfortably 
and submerged—smoke a pipe or drink a 
glass of milk. He claims the secret is “to 
hold-in a huge bubble of air, and to keep 
breathing without releasing it.” 





NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana—Marine Biolo- 
gist Percy Viosca, Jr. says previously un- 
known or little known species of sea life 
were discovered daily during a recent expedi- 
tion into sections of the Gulf. Viosca told 
of retrieving from Gulf waters specimens of 
sea horses, star fish and horseshoe crabs, the 
latter which he described as a modern rep- 
resentative of extinct groups. Perfection of 
skin diving equipment will immeasurably aid 
studies in future attempts to learn the Gulf’s 
secrets, he said. 


CROTONE, Italy—Archaeologist-diver Rug- 
gero Januzzi recently found still another 
2,000-year-old vase in the deep seaweed beds 
in the nearby Mediterranean Sea. Januzzi 
and his scientific colleagues have previously 
recovered several similar vases from the 
ruins of an ancient Roman town that lies 
on the bottom of the sea. 


MIAMI, Florida—Ken Benton is one diver 
who no longer trusts sea gulls as he once 
did. “Snorkling’ along the surface of the 
shallows, Benton was intently studying the 
bottom when a gull apparently spotted him 
and decided Benton was fair game. The bird 
“dive-bombed” Benton—hitting him where it 
hurts with a sharp bill—and Benton now 
stands for his meals. 


NEW YORK, New York—Divers probed an 
underwater crater for clues which might lead 


to the solution of a Brooklyn pier explosion 
that killed ten people and gouged a dowp. 
ward-hole through 14-inches of asphalt and 





steel-reinforced concrete. Authorities say the 
blast had the approximate force of two 4,009 
pound WW II blockbuster bombs. ‘The ey. 
plosion tore a 75 by 100 foot hole in the 
pier and dug a large crater in the bay 
floor, 35-feet below the surface. ; 
HAMILTON, Canada—A trio of Austrian. 
Canadians—Felix and Jutta Anton an! Wer. 
ner Dietz—have departed upon an_ under. 
water moviemaking expedition that will tak 
them through eight South American co intries 


Dietz, an engineer, said they have a sp cially. 
built camera that will shoot color-Vista. 
Vision for the first time underwate The 
trio are making the films for a Ho!lywood 
Motion Picture company and expeditic \ costs 
have been figured at $10,000. Dietz as ac. 
companied famed diver Hans Hass, on earlier 
explorations in Mediterranean and R:d Seg 
waters, and he has over 1,500 hours under. 
water to his credit. 


LONG BEACH, California—The s:: has 
een giving up mysterious loot off Rainbow 
Pier and police are busy searching ‘or its 


source. Diver Dennis L. Landi, a 22-) ar-old 
San Pedro skin diver, found a .38 1 volver 
and holster in 15-feet of water mn the 
curving pier. Since then, typewriters, b cycles, 
adding machines and automobile _b. tteries 
have been brought up from. the atery 
hiding place. 
HERE, FISHY, FISHY... 

The old, time-worn theory about Noise- 
Scares-Fish has been given the devp-six 


The trend is now toward making nois« that 
will attract the fish. Man has known for 
centuries certain sounds attract them: only 
modern man seemed to have forgotten this 


lore. South Pacific islanders once trimmed 
coconut shells in such a manner that— when 
dragged over the water’s surface—they set up 


a sound similar to that of a small fish skit 
tering away from a larger one. Commercial 


fishermen have utilized noise to tract 
catches for many years. And now it’s prob- 
able skin divers will get the best results if 


they take a fife and drum down with them 
—the next time they go after fish. 


LOWERED MODEL ... 


Diver Charles Hayes, of Galveston, | exas, 
parked his car on the beach and hit the 
water for a fine, four-hour taste of spear- 


fishing. Emerging from the surf, he was 
somewhat horrified to find the vehicle slowly 
sinking into the wet sand; the tide having 
started coming in sooner than Diver Hayes 
had figured. 


THE WARM-FRIENDSHIP BIT. . 


James B. Lattimore, an old China-hand 
with thirty-four years experience in_ that 
exotic land reports a rather bizarre method 
of fishing used in the Far East. Native fisher- 
men thoroughly warm their bodies beside 4 
good, hot charcoal-fire—then quickly slip into 
an icy river or canal. Attracted by the heat 
emanating from the warmed areas of the 
fisherman’s body, fish cluster about him. 
The fisherman then merely slide his hands 
along his frame—catching the numbed, in- 
active fish hovering against him. 


SUBMARINE SEASONS... 


Diver Mike McManamon, of Far Rock:way 
Beach, New York, reports: “People just ‘on't 
realize how interesting the world be!ow- 
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water really is.” In the winter, he remem- 
pered, the algae and seaweed turns orange 
and the fish vanish from the shallows off 
Far Rockaway. With the advent of spring 
and summer, the underwater vegetation grows 
green again... and the finny denizens are 
skittering all over the place. 


SOMBER RECOVERY ... 


L. A. County Lifeguard Underwater Rescue 
divers Gordon Tyner and Ramsey Parks re- 
cently went down 220 feet, off Point Vicente, 
California, to retrieve the body of pilot 
Jerry Dawty from the cockpit of his single- 
engine’) monoplane which crashed into the 
sea, plunging almost immediately to the bot- 
tom. !he Rescue divers reported the wings, 
propeller and canopy were gone from the 
craft, but they sadly freed Dawty’s body 


from its wedged position in the cockpit and 
brought his remains to the surface. 

EARLY MINE VICTIM FOUND ... 
In 1862, a Confederate charge (probably one 
of the first water-mines used in American 
waters! blasted the U.S.S. Cairo, a Union 
warship, sending it to the bottom of the 
Yazoo River. After years of searching for 


the sunken vessel, Edwin C. Bearss, a gov- 
discovered the 


ernment historian, recently 

Cairo’: resting place with the aid of a 
magne‘ic-finder. The 512-ton, iron-clad ship 
lies on the river’s bottom 12-miles upriver 


from Vicksburg, Mississippi. Local skin div- 
ers went down and made a final verification 
of the ship’s identity and condition. 


PADDLE ASIDE, YOUNGSTERS 


Mrs Granville Fortescue is seventy-three 
years of age and going stronger than ever. 
Last year, she made her debut as a skilled 
water-skier in Palm Beach, Florida. Ap- 
parently, toe-hopping the waves is too tame 
for the elderly lady: her new interest is 
skin diving. 


WHICH WAY DID THE LOOT GO, MEL? 


Melvin Scott, a Del Mar skin diver, believes 
he found a sunken treasure-ship dating from 
Spanish Exploration days . . . and he brought 
up a gold ring from 60-feet to prove his 
point. However, when four Navy diver-photo- 
graphers went down looking for the hulk 
Scott claimed to have sighted off Del Mar, 
California—they found strictly from nothing. 
Floating rumors say the ship was either a 
garbage scow or an old ferry, armed with 
mock cannon and used in the 1935 filming 
of the movie Captain Blood. Anyone for 
confusion? 


THE STOWAWAY ... 


It happened to Lawrence K. Goodmann, of 
Atlanta, Georgia. And it happened just as 
cartoonists are fond of portraying it. Good- 
mann dived to 25 feet and was peacefully 
swimming along, minding his own business 
and enjoying the marine scenery—when a 
small, brown spider began frantically racing 
around in his facemask. Goodmann sur- 
faced in record time. 

BUSY, BUSY, BUSY... 

Arthur Taylor, of Bronte, NSW, had himself 
quite a full day’s activity. Not only did he 
win the Australian Junior Spearfishing cham- 
Pionship—he pulled part of his day’s catch 
from the jaws of sharks twice, encountered 
several more sharks about 100 yards from 
shore, was bunted around by a playful sea- 
lion, stayed in the turbulent, sometimes dan- 
serous water for six hours in four periods 
and had to be hauled ashore by human 
chains twice. How are you going to keep 
them down on the sheep ranch once they’ve 
seen the Pacific? 
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Underwater 
Book Shelf 


BOOK #1... 


By Dimitri Rebikoff and Paul Cherney. This new 
guide for skin divers who want to photograph 
their activities and the sights under the sea. 
All the latest information on equipment and 
techniques of submarine photography and movie 
making. Well illustrated. $1.95 postpaid. 





BOOK +2... American Seashells 


By R. TUCKER ABBOTT 
This beautiful big book, 541 pages plus 80 
pages of color and black plates, paintings and 
drawings, covers definitive identifications of some 1500 varieties on Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf Coast 
shores. A big $12.50 value. 





BOOK +3... Skin Diving and Exploring Underwater 
By JOHN SWEENEY — 176 pages, 8 illustrations 


In this handy manual you're told exactly, what systems, practices, precautions, and techniques the 
sport of skin diving demands. The author explains how to use flippers, snorkel, and face mask for 
simple dives, and gives complete instructions on using the Aqua-Lung and more advanced equipment 
—plus signals divers and their tenders rely on for communication. Just $3.50. 


BOOK +4... Diving for Science 
By LYNN POOLE 


Here is a different book on diving—one which not only discusses diving for individual information 
and fun, but also diving as an important type of scientific research. The book discusses the very 
latest findings in the fields of underwater mineral and oil deposits, exploration of sea caves and 
caverns, charting of fish migration and fish feeding, utilization of ocean products as food and in 
manufacture, and salvage of long-lost sunken treasure. Just $2.75. 


BOOK +5 ...A Manual for Free-Divers Using Compressed Air 
By D. M. OWEN 


The underwater diver will find in this practical and realistic book a complete guide to the mechan- 
ics and hazards of diving with self-contained underwater breathing equipment using air. This excel- 
lent book includes the first full discussion of the physiological aspects of diving; safety rules; beau- 
tiful underwater photographs illustrating the various practices; a description of new equipment and 
an extensive bibliography. One of those “must have’’ books. $1.75 


BOOK +6... The Master Diver and Underwater Sportsman 

By CAPT. T. A. HAMPTON 
Authored by the Chief Instructor of the British Underwater Centre. Explains stage by stage train- 
ing in underwater swimming, diving, self-contained air apparatus, rebreathing units, helmet diving. 
Other chapters include underwater cutting, welding, blasting, seamanship and salvage. Illustrated 
with 156 diagrams and photographs. Complete Manual $5.00. 


BOOK #7... Underwater Hunting 
By DR. GILBERT DOUKAN 


To adventurous spirits the leisurely dangling of bait from a fishing line is a dismal pastime. Their 
need for excitement and activity is supplied by this sport of underwater hunting which combines 
the thrill of the chase and the satisfaction engendered by the knowledge of skill well displayed. 
Whatever his fancy, Dr. Doukan provides the necessary information on what to do and how to use 
it. European Best Seller $3.50. 

aI WA 


BOOK +8. . . Billy’s Search for Florida oe: ys 
Undersea Treasure 4 Diets: 
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| 
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By MINERVA and RUSS SMILEY 
An educational fantasy for junior and senior skindivers. 
A big beautiful book with full-color illustrations on every page. Join Billy 
with his Aqua-Lung in search for pirate treasure. He rides on a turtle, uses 
a sea-horse as a guide, teaches true facts about fish, coral, etc. Only a few 
first edition copies left. Truly a collectors item. Just $3.00 
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[1] Book #7 — $3.50 (1) Book #8 — $3.00 
Make all checks payable to ‘Skin Diver’; payment must accompany order. Please 
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Tom with a 125 pound Puget Sound octopus taken by hand. 


A personal interview with 


Oregon's most outstanding diver 


BY 
LAURA LOUISE HALES 


Model — writer — diver 


BIOGRAPHY 
of a 


SKIN DIVER 


TOM AMERMAN 


not a mermaid, but (A)merman .. . 


LTHOUGH the title of 

Amerman really does mean—“A Merman.” 
name which would suit him better for he is literally just 
that. 

Where is the best diving around Oregon? Which \ 
be better, a dry suit or a wet suit? Where are the fish most 
plentiful? What type of fish are speared? 

To find the answers to these questions plus many 
a trip was made to Amermans in Portland to get his opin 
ion. An opinion not to be regarded lightly by divers inter 


this article implies a 
There 


pun, 
s no 


yuld 


nore, 


ested in diving in this part of the country. 
It’s not an easy task, to interview Tom. All the 
able adventures, the dangers he has confronted, the spec 


admit 


tacular sights he’s seen, are lost. ‘The man refuses to relate 
any experiences or incidents that might portend to lead 
others to believe him bragging. 

Tom is thirty-five years old, standing a husky 198 pounds 
up 5 feet 10 inches. 

He has been a diver for nine years, starting in 
Beach, California, where he raised, then 
Oregon where he continued and gained recognition. When 


Long 
was moving to 
I asked him how long he thought a person could dive, he 
replied, “I think a man can dive until he’s sixty or seventy. 
Myself, I’m going down until they throw dirt in my face.” 

Tom was Vice Commander in the United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, Frogman Flotilla 72. He has completed 
the Advanced Survival Swimming Course and is a Red 
Cross water safety instructor. 

Frequently he is called upon for the unpleasant task of 
body recovery. He never turns them down and has many 
complimentary letters from officials, thanking him for do 
nating his time. Tommy is a great humanitarian. When 
the picture of him diving to recover a body was taken, not 
showing was a cast that held a broken ankle and a broken 
knee. 

He loves to talk diving so there was no difficulty in 
ing answers to questions of this line— 


o ail 
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Amerman and patrolman Harvey Grohs at Fri- 
day Hcrbor, Washington. Showing Lingcod that 
weighed 55 pounds, 54 inches long. 


What kind of equipment do you use? 
My euipment varies. I use several dif- 
feren' lines, mostly I use giant Ron- 
dine Cressi fins, Cressi-Ostrica mask, 
Voit standard (Arb) style spear gun, and 
| preter the DW Streamair Aqua-Lung. 
I use all types of regulators and there 
isno.e that I prefer over any other. 

I believe you have one of the largest 
ar tenks for a skin diver that there 1s, 
is this right? I sold the tank you mean 
but plan on building another one soon. 
twa, only used for unusually long salv- 
age jobs. It held 190 cubic feet of air. 
The bottom was so buoyant I had to 
lad her down. 

Where did you find a tank of that 
ize? | bought it from an oxygen supply 
house. All my tanks are oversize, hold- 
ing from 84 to 96 cubic feet. The one 
I'm using now holds 96 cubic feet. I 
made a quick change stainless steel har- 
ness for it. Now I can change from one 
tank to the other in 5 seconds. There’s 
no trouble with it jumping around or 
tubbing on my back either. 

I'm under the impression then that 
you make quite a bit of your own equip- 
ment, am I right? If I think I can im- 
prove on it, yes, I make my own. 

Do you use a dry suit or a wet suit? 
luse a Bel-Aqua dry suit. In this part 
of the country a dry suit is the only 
thing. The best place up here for a 
wet suit is under a dry one. I use poly- 
vinyl plastic foam underwear which al- 
lows me to stay in, even in the coldest 
winter time, 5 or 6 hours. 

Do you do much diving in the winter 
lime? That’s when I do all my real div- 
ing. I’m too busy with salvage work 
and the shop, plus my other work to get 
much diving done during the warmer 
months. 95%, of the divers around here 
quit when winter sets in. A few of us 
dichards like, Dave Payne, Charlie Solo- 
mon, Dick Wall, Art Binner and Har- 
vey Grohs, hit the Sound every other 
week for a weekend dive. It’s a 175 to 
00 mile trip or it would be every week- 
end. 

Which fish do you most enjoy spear- 
ing? Ling cod. I speared three Ling cod 
last year that all weighed between 50 
aid 60 pounds. That doesn’t happen 
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very often around here. Another extra 
heavy catch was a Ray that weighed 94 
pounds and had a wing spread of 54 
inches. 

Tom was president of the Oregon 
Skin Divers Club last year. He declined 
the position this year to give someone 
else the opportunity. He wrote the arti 
cle, “A WEIGHT belt is not a WATI 
belt” for Skin Diver magazine and de- 
signed a weight belt of his own that is 
considered the convenient by its 
users and is gaining nationwide atten- 
tion. Abercrombie and Fitch, as of 
their summer catalog, carried only the 
Amerman weight belt, although through 
an error it was listed as the “American” 
weight belt. 

He won the first leg of a three legged 
trophy donated by Harold Maiken, (a 
helmet diver!) for the member of Ore- 
gon Skin Divers who captures the larg- 


most 





Tom and Clackamas County Coroner Les Peake 
after a two hour search for a missing body in 
icy Timothy Lake. 


est edible fish during the year and is 
eligible now, for the second leg. 

Tom has dived 70 feet with no lung 
repeatedly in competition for Black 
Bass and Ling cod with no ill effects 
other then a slight dizzyness. He credits 
this to his firm rule of no smoking or 
drinking. 

Anyone within driving distance and 
interested in diving call on Tom. Those 
who can not call in person, call by 
phone, from Michigan clear to Hawaii. 
He sells the biggest majority of diving 
equipment and has the biggest stock of 
any one here in Oregon. 

He has recovered numerous small 
items, from a Police Captain’s solid gold 
badge for 20 years service, to larger 
items, one, a 60 foot deep sea fishing 
boat, which had to be sealed off and 


the water pumped out before it could 
be raised. He wears a wrist watch every 
dive, that he found 
He feels nothing is lost unless it turns 


one underwater. 
to rust. 

In Tom's 
sport that can compare with skin dis 


opinion, “There is) no 


ing.” 

When I asked what his pet peeve 
about divers was, he said none, but that 
a few divers did have one main fault 


which I quote. “I believe to be a good 
skin diver you should be considerate to 
other peoples property, their moorag¢s, 
You should effort 
to get along with the fishermen and es 


boats, etc. make an 


pecially the moorage operators and oy 


who make their living in 


Many 
I've rented a boat from a moorage when 


ster growers 


the areas we do our diving. times 
I could just as well dived without one, 
only think the 
entitled to a profit off his investment. 
A few divers disregard the property and 
the rights of the property owners, mak 


because | operator is 


ing it hard for other divers to be wel 
comed in those areas.” 

Where do you do most of your diving? 
Puget Sound. | Puget 
Sound for evel 
dived. 


but it makes up for this in abundance 


wouldn't trade 


any other place I've 


The water may be a little colder, 
of fish and octopus. The biggest octo- 
pus in the world are up there. It’s an 
unexplored diver’s paradise and an im- 
possibility to cover all of its coastline. 

How deep have you dived? 1 don't 
go in for breaking records. My deepest 
is 160 feet with a lung. I caught the 
first Red Snapper in Oregon with a 
lung, at 140 
since then that have been speared at 
90 Leet. 
more enjoyment in that for me 


feet. There’s been a few 


I go where the fish are. There's 
than 
record breaking. 

\ wolf eel is about his 
and a ten Blue Shark is the only 
trouble maker he met. His 
family, Margie, his wife, and their chil 
dren, Alan, 10, Tommy Jr., 6, and Dar- 


rarest catch 
foot 


has whole 


line, 5, all join dad in their enthus 
iasm of skin diving. ‘Tommy Jr. doesn’t 
even know how to swim, yet he has 


dived, under the close supervision of 


his father. Alan is very adept at the 


sport. 
With all the salvage work plus his 
(Continued on page 28) 





cll ss 
Air Compressor built by Tom on his truck. Fills 
a 96 cubic foot tank in 4 minutes. Photo by 
D. Bearl Hales. 
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Lovis Lourmais, French born diver of Montreal, Canada, shown prior to 
a two hour swim in the St. Lawrence River. He suffered little discom- 
fort, much less than the boat crew following at his side. Photo from 
International Divers Corp., Montreal. 





(Top) Ted Hiller of the Anchorage Alaska “Polar Kats’ under ice hole. 
Safety line appears to be floating on top but was actually down in 
the water. Location Sand Lake, 7 miles from Anchorage. Photo by Herb 
Farmer of ‘‘Herb's Divers Supply."’ 


(Right) Kenneth Desmarais, of Iron Mountain, Michigan, prior to a 
cold dip. Ken had previously dived in Puerto Rico while in the Air 
Force. Likes diving regardless of conditions. 
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Pictures of Dick Ferg as they appeared in Life Magazine. The gloved 
hand <lutching a small pick will stand as a symbol of the under-ice 
explorer. The cold waters of the world will give up many secrets as 
expos.re equipment and techniques progress. 





lll. sil ia acts a 


Members of the Maine Marine Alpine Club after emerging from 33-degree ocean water into five degree above zero air temperature. Divers (L 
to R) Dick Craven, Bob Libby, Joe Gallant, Chuck Huntoon, Lois Craven and Marjorie Turner. Photo by Don Lamont. 
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(Top to Bottom) Dick Woods, John Emory and Jim Sawtelle; Jim loads 
underwater camera for Yuba dive; Don Davison skipper; boat Odyssey 
with Dick Woods ready to leave for home. 
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Three days at... 


GRAND TRAVERSE 


By DON DAVISON 


The fact that Jim Sawtelle, owner of the Skin Divers Out- 
fitters of Traverse City, Michigan and producer of the | t-O. 
Sen harness, really believed that there were dozens ol shal 
low water wrecks in Grand Traverse Bay had little «> do 
with it. Not even his knowledge of the general location of 
one with 200 barrels of tax free whiskey, the sunken | oom 
of 5000 hardwood logs, the 500 tons of pig iron, the siant 
spearable rough fish and lamprey eels, or the diving in \arm 
water of unlimited visibility—no sir, it was the cocktail. and 
the pleasant company at the recent National Fishing 11 ickle 
Show in Chicago that made me promise to visit him d.iring 
August rather than any of these uninteresting details © the 
possible underwater activity. Then, too, Jim was a distrib: 
utor of Dacor who needed some suggestions and_ business 
advice and I needed a vacation from exhibitions and lung 
demonstrations. 

On August 28 at 6 a.m., Dick Woods, president of the 
Akron Oxygen and Hospital Supply Company, picked me up 
and we made the 7 a.m. plane for Traverse City. 

We were met at the airport by Jim and Nancy Sawtelle 
and driven to the Skin Divers Outfitters, where we were 
conducted on a five minute tour of what would normally 
take five hours to absorb. We saw. the compressor, a stock 
of skin diving materials, the production line on Jet-O-Sen 
harnesses, a portable demonstration dive tank, and _ got 
aboard the 32 foot “Odyssey” which was tied up across the 
main street from the store. All that in five minutes. 

Down the slip to the bay, we towed a device that looked 
cumbersome. It consisted of two elongated, heavy rubber 
pontoons, each air-inflated to about 18 feet long by three 
feet diameter and parallel to each other about five feet apart. 
On this had been built a plywood platform of ten by filteen 
feet in the center of which was a square opening. Wonderful 
as a diving float. On top of this diving barge, which could 
support 52 tons, was loaded all manner of diving equipment. 

Aboard, we were introduced as Doctor Coit and Mrs. Dati 
Black from Defiance, Ohio, Jim and Nancy Sawtelle, Gene 
Case and John Emory of Traverse City, Michigan, Dick 
Woods of Akron, Ohio, and Don Davison of Cleveland, Ohio. 

We insisted upon diving a wreck so Jim took us across 
the West Arm of the Bay near Old Mission, Michigan where 
a timber or two of a sunken antique were visible above the 
waterline. We anchored near it and over the clearest water, 
and the prettiest bottom that I have seen. For two hours 
we laid on that bottom at depths from 10 to 40 feet in 
admiration of the beautiful scenery and transparency of 
various species of small fish. We all enjoyed it and could 
have stayed longer but hunger, darkness, and Nancy 
prompted us to eat a delicious steak at a shore tavern nearby: 

Bill Jarvis joined us the next morning and we started our 
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trip across the West Arm and around the “Horn” of Old 
Mission Point, then across the East Arm of Grand Traverse 
Bay. By the time we arrived off Elk Rapids, a breeze had 
cme up and the skies had become overcast, but the day 
brightened when Jim announced that where we were 
anchored, next to some piling about a quarter mile from 
shore, the fish were large and seemed to fight for a position 
on the spear, and there was an old wreck on which to dive. 

The wreck had long since fallen apart but the location 
was well defined by the timbers, pig iron cargo, old shovels, 
sledge hammers, a few pieces of Wedgewood china in perfect 
condition, and sundry other materials waiting there for us to 
salvage from 30 feet of water. After countless trips up to the 
float with treasures of inestimable value, short air and cold 
water made the barge seem attractive. Getting back on the 
barge was delayed until my suit drained since the floats 
would only support 52 tons and it felt like more than that 
in the suit. Back aboard, we surveyed our loot only to find 
a conglomeration of moss covered scrap materials that only 
a stating scrap collector would glance at twice. Oh well, 
better luck next time. 


Wh le Dick and T had been seeking our salvage fortune, 
Nance Jim, and Bill had been indulging in piscatorial pleas 
ures. There were several lamprey eels in the area and Bill 
speare | a big carp with a lamprey eel attached to the side. 
Phe cel did not let go until killed by several blows of a 
hamn-cr on the deck of the float. Examination of it disclosed 
around mouth inside of which was an encircling row of 
need|: -like teeth, and a row of blue circles appearing like 
porth les that extended about a third of the body length 
back ‘rom the head on each side. Other than that, it looked 
like any other eel but what a job they are doing to the lake 
fsh population. We understand that the Conservation De- 
partments are experimenting with electric weirs in the 
streams up which they go to spawn, in hopes of controlling 
if not eliminating this menace. Since a squall appeared to be 
making up, we pulled into the river at Elk Rapids and 
partook of the considerable hospitality of the town. 

Next morning while dressing, we watched two wild mink 
playing among the rocks on shore, alternately slipping into 
the water and out with scarcely a ripple. I made a mental 
note to practice that method but as yet, cannot figure out 
how to do it. After a good breakfast at a nearby restaurant, 
we started for a wreck offshore of Yuba, Michigan which 
Ernie Crist of Elk Rapids had reported to be in excellent 
condition. The location of this wreck seemed to be well 
known to the many boats fishing in the area—each one 
daimed anchors and fishing tackle lost to it—so we anchored 
where directed, mounted our gear, and bottomed in thirty 
feet of the clearest lake water that I have ever blown from 
a mask. Dick and I buddying on the bottom, selected a 
direction of search which later proved to be away from the 
wreck. Our first found treasure was a steel cable too heavy 
to budge and Dick found a railroad car wheel which he 
promptly handed to me—he certainly is an unselfish gent. 
This wheel was so heavy as to prevent swimming but it made 
fine ballast for a stroll on the bottom toward the float, which 
Dick located by surfacing, and he finally led me to the boat's 
anchor rope up which we climbed with the wheel between 
Us. 

With that treasure on deck, we again started looking for 
the wreck which we found in exactly the opposite direction 
from our original and only some 50 feet from our anchorage. 
It was in unusually fine condition for a wreck of such 
vintage. Although her planking was gone, her timbers and 
keel were fairly intact, her anchor chains still there, and her 
tudder off but by the stern. Her timbers were festooned 
with fishing paraphernalia of all descriptions, and her ribs 
appeired to be held together by a cobwebby material which 


(Continued on page 29) 
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(Top to Bottom) Diving pontoon float; Dick Woods, Gene Case and 
Nancy Sawtelle aboard the float being towed across the West Arm of 


the bay to a wreck near shore; random gear and treasure, 
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LOUISIANA 
BIG FISH 
ADVENTURE 


By BILL BARADA 





It is always interesting to learn of diving conditions com- 
pletely different from any you have experienced. It is twice 
as interesting when you learn that an encroachment of mod- 
ern civilization is actually improving conditions for sea life. 
This is the case in the Gulf of Mexico off New Orleans, 
where Roland Riviere and his diving buddies have been giv- 
ing the fish a bad time for several years. 


From Roland's description I picture Gulf waters as a pretty 
barren place, with no coral, rocks, reefs, sea weed or kelp. 
The bottom ten feet are almost solid mud. From this descrip- 
tion most of us would expect these waters to be quite un- 
interesting for exploration or hunting. The opposite is the 
case. ‘The waters are teeming with a tremendous variety of 
sea life, all looking for a comfortable place to hide or hang- 
out. These hiding places are conveniently provided by mod- 
ern science in the form of oil well platforms, which are being 
built at the rate of fifty a year. 


Under these platforms on any day of the week, a diver 
can swim with hundreds of giant grouper and jew fish, cobia, 
Roland states that at one time he has counted 
as many as 112 giant grouper under one platform, all over 
100 pounds, Recently great barracuda have discovered the 
protection of the oil well platforms and have been showing 
up in increasing numbers each time the divers go out. The 


warsaw, etc, 


same is true of all other specie. Their numbers are increasing 
steadily, regardless of attacks on them by both divers and 
line fishermen. To my knowledge this is the only place ex- 
isting where fish populations are on the increase. 


laking fish by skin diving under these platforms presents 
some peculiar problems, especially when the fish is large 
enough to give the diver a ride. The piling of the platforms 
are laced together with cross members, making a regular 
forest of lumber underwater. Through this forest the diver 
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Roland Riviere with his 475 pound black sea bass, speared single- 
handed under oil platform B, near Grand Isle, La. 


stalks his quarry until he is in range for a shot. Then the 
fun begins. Roland tells of trying many times to land one of 
the record fish abundant in these places but always losing 
the fish to the forest of pilings. 


Once a fish manages to wrap a line around the piling, it 
will break the heaviest cable. For this reason ordinary break 
away rigging with a long line tied to a separate float is use 
less. A short hook-up is necessary, with a line strong enough 
to tow the diver. The trick is to be towed through the water 
at breakneck speed and manage to keep from getting bat 
tered by the piling. Unless a vital stop is hit on the first 
shot, the diver stands little chance of keeping either the fish 
or his gun. Usually the fish will make at least one trip down 
through the mud bottom during which time the diver is 
“flying blind” and the danger of collision with a_ piling is 
even greater. 

In spite of these conditions, many large fish have been 
landed but always short of a record until recently, when 


Roland Riviere managed to land one that weighed 475 
pounds. The story of its landing is best told in his own 
words: 


“To get to the point of things, I spend most of my ‘ime 
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taking movies, not killing fish. Somehow killing fish never 
appealed to me, unless it was for food or for some good 
reason. Well, as you know, we always had trouble with these 
jew fish. Among the platform piling they would break every 
thing we would throw at them, even 2,000 pound test cable. 
There was only one answer. Spear the fish and stay right with 
him. This way he couldn’t tangle the line up among the 
piling and cross members, thus enabling him to get a run 
ning start to either pull the head out or break the cable. 
Another thing made it difficult. The ten foot layer of muddy 
water on the bottom only allowed one shot, as the fish would 
sound out of sight passing back and forth among all of the 
pilings. 

“A powerful gun is necessary to make the one and only 
shot :cally count. Several different types of CO, guns were 
used with no better results than from ordinary rubber guns. 
Powe: heads went through them alright, but kept on going, 
shear. ng the cable. Heavier cable gave too much resistance 
to a ood shot. It seemed that no matter where the shot 
was | laced in a vital area, only a few died in one shot. 


In the course of trying everything available, I wanted a 
light ind powerful gun. Ease of maneuverability was import 
ant «ong so many pilings The gun I used was a deluxe 
arbal: te with a Hammerhead muzzle mounted on it, with an 
extra set of rubbers. I tested the gun in my shop and, wow, 
what power. This should do it. For the water test, I decided 
tous’ the gun as is, with no special rigging to a float. 


“Ou June 30, aboard my boat (a 45’ pleasure lugger) about 
20 of us set sail for the fishing grounds. After everyone was 
tired, | pulled up to a new platform and decided to try my 
Hammerhead. My first shot was at a rather small jew fish, 
122 Ibs. I hit him right behind the gills and the first: shot 
stunned the fish — very little fight. 


“The next day I tried my second shot with this gun, and 
many things were different. Upon entering the water I was 
immediately approached by four very large jew fish. Mind 
you, | had only shot the gun once, now comes my second 
shot. | was sure that hitting them simply meant losing 
my gun. 

“I chose the smallest of the four which was looking right 
atme about six feet away. I aimed for the brain and sunk 
the spear into the blasted thing’s skull, then all hell broke 
loose. For the next 20 minutes that fish and I went in and 
out of the rig, and around the piling about sixteen times. 
How I managed to stay with him that long still surprises 
me. [hat wasn’t all. After 20 minutes under the piling, the 
fish headed out to sea in an attempt to shake me. After 
about another 15 minutes, 35 in all, the poor fellow tired 
and gave up. I surfaced about 400 feet from the boat and 
had to tow my monster all the way back. Believe me, I was 
tired when I reached the boat, and I still had no idea of 
my fish’s size. We couldn’t get it aboard, so towed it to the 
shrimp docks at Grand Isle. 


“When we finally pulled it up, I almost fainted. It was 
weighed on a huge shrimp basket scale and read 475 pounds. 
I couldn’t believe it, and I am almost afraid to fire the 
Hammerhead again. To think, I picked the smallest of the 
four.” 

Since landing the big one, Roland has landed several other 
tunning from between 300 and 400 pounds. His parting 
comment is, “You fellows may have the beauty of coral reefs, 
kelp and sea growth, but we believe nothing can match the 
beauty of moving sea life. In variety and abundance I will 
stack Louisiana Gulf waters with any waters in the world. 
It is like diving in the big aquarium at Marineland.” 

Every time I think of these Louisiana divers, I visualize 
a bl-eding, battered body hanging limply to a line, wrapped 
around barnacle covered piling. It hurts me to think of the 
chaiices they must take when hunting large fish, so I was 
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Active oil platform and rig. Depth of water 97 feet, location 22 
miles south of Grand Isle, La. Spearing here is excellent at all times 
for barracuda, cobia, snapper and warsaw grouper. 





(L to R) Dick Alber, J. H. Bonck, Roland Riviere and Ken Muller with 
barracuda speared during the recent Tarpon Rodeo in which spear- 
fishing in some classes is eligible. Photo by Calvin Blackwell. 


extremely happy to learn of a device which effectively slows 
down the initial rush of a big fish. 

I have no idea who originated the idea, but the diver 
who first used it is due a lot of credit. I first heard of it 
through the Bottom Scratchers of La Jolla, California. The 
trick is simply using a sea anchor on your line where it 
normally breaks away. The most effective sea anchor I have 
found is a small pilot parachute which can be purchased in 
surplus stores. The parachute is nylon, on a collapsible steel 
frame, and costs about 35c. 

My method is to use stainless steel cable for the first 12 
feet. This is then tied to the front of the gun with fifty 
pound test line, which will break under the impact of a large 
fish, but not a small one. The cable is then extended by 100 
ft. of 1,000 pound test parachute shroud, carried in a can 
near the gun handle. The parachute is tied at the end of 
the steel cable, and extended so it can also be carried in 
the can. 

In practice, a large fish breaks the 50 pound test line, and 


(Continued on page 29) 
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- COLD SORES 


- FEVER 


BLISTERS 


and how to lick’em 


By THE LUNG 





“The Lung” is a pseudonym used by a 
practising physician who started diving 
in 1932, and never quit. He is a grad- 
uate of U.S.C. Medical School, the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania Graduate School 
of Dermatology and a Diplomate of the 
American Board of Dermatology. He 
has been a teacher both at U.C.L.A. 
and U.S.C. Schools of Medicine, while 
not in the water. He prefers to remain 
anonymous while writing, since it al- 
lows a little more frivolity than might 
otherwise be proper. 
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Practically all your friends will tell 
you the proper way for you to treat 
your cold except doctors, who are still 
looking for a cure. Another common 
disease that almost everyone knows a 
good treatment for except doctors, is 
the cold sore or fever blister. This 
plagues a high percentage of the popu- 
lation, especially them as is exposed to 
sun and wind, such as the devotees of 
our esoteric little hobby. Since skin 
divers are vexed with more than the 
usual quota, it seems worth while (Ye 
Editor done tole me, twisting my wrist) 
to yak briefly about the things. Leave 
me say from a standing start that I 
don’t got no magic way to cure ’em, 
but at least I can peel off the layers of 
malarkey that have accumulated, and 
the quaint superstitions regarding these 
lesions. 

First of all, what is a cold sore? Usu- 
ally, these lesions of the skin are very 
easily recognized. Few people have 
more than one or two before making 
the correct diagnosis for themselves, 
without or with the help of a doctor, 
who calls them “herpes simplex”. The 
typical cold sore (and most of them are 
typical) consists of a group of small, 
tight, dome-shaped blisters set one next 
to another like cobblestones in the 
street. The group of blisters may be 
anything from 1/16 of an inch to an 
inch or two in diameter, appearing on 











a reddened, swollen, tender area of 
skin. They may be located on any area 
of the skin, but are usually on the face, 
around the nose and lips. 

Cold sores heal in 3 to 14 days, with 
or without treatment. They may 1 -ap- 
pear in the same place, at varying in 
tervals, over and over again. Frequent 
ly, people with cold sores will have the 
feeling of ants crawling under the skin 
before the blisters break out—a s: nsa- 
tion described medically by the \ ord 
“formication.” (Let’s not have any ty- 
pographical errors here!) The blisters 
dry up, usually without scarring, cay 
ing superficial, yellow crusts on th: af- 
fected area of skin. So, my brethre:: in 
the diving confraternity, if you \ave 
had one or more of these blossoms. you 
too are a sufferer from cold sores, and 
my flabby old heart goes out to yi u. 

What makes the cold sore? The « iuse 
of cold sores is a virus. So, all : ght, 
already, what’s a virus? Well, a — irus 
is a very small, highly specialized — erm 


which has certain characteristics ‘hat 





The Herpes is a very lazy germ. . 


separate it from more respectable germs. 
The first of 
lazy and uncouth habit of living only 
inside a living cell. 
lazier than I am. It not only refuses 
to digest its own food, but even to re 
produce itself. One herpes simplex virus 
enters a cell in your skin and first per 
suades your cell to support it. It also 
persuades your cell to use it as a pat 
tern, and to make new herpes simplex 
instead of carrying on 
cell activities. This avoids the 
both of digestion and of reproduction. 

Whether viruses are alive or dead is 
a moot point. For me, no eating ind 
no reproduction ain’t living, but then 
I ain’t no virus. At any rate, when 
photographed with an _ electron-micro- 
scope, the herpes simplex virus 1s 4 
cube, looking like a lump of sugar with 
worn-off edges, and approximately 
300,000 to the inch. 

Careful research by dermatoloyists 
and virologists (who are fools ‘hat 
spend their spare time doing this sort 
of thing when they could be div:ng) 


SKIN DIVER—March, 1°57 


these characteristics is its 


The virus is even 


normal 
+ ork 


virus, 








wit 
age 
ty-1 
ed, 
wh 
at 
per 
ren 


nol 
pel 
eve 
vir 
thi 
life 
less 
the 
Th 


des 


ma 
eat 
ler 
or 
citi 
blo 
of 
to 


anc 


suc 


cal 
len 
an 


SK 








area of 


any area 


the face, 
ays, with 
lay Tc -ap- 
rying in 
Frequent 
have the 
the skin 
—a si nsa- 
the \ ord 
€ an ty- 
e blisters 
ing, cay 
n th af 
ethre i in 
you ave 


soms. you 
ores, and 


to vou. 

Che « iuse 
all 1 cht, 
_ a ites 
zed erm 


stics chat 


yle germs. 
tics is Its 
ying only 
Ss is even 
ly reluses 
en to re 
ylex virus 
first per 
. It also 
as a pat 
s simplex 
2 normal 


the work 
oduction. 
r dead is 


iting and 
but then 
ite, when 
‘on-micro- 
irus 1s a 
ugar with 
cimately 


atoloy ists 
pols that 

this sort 
e div: ng) 


rch, 1957 











shows that most people are yntected 
with this virus sometime between the 
ages of two and five years. About nine- 
ty-nine per cent of the people so infect- 
ed, possibly by a kiss from Aunt Mamie 
who has a cold sore, show no evidence 
at the time of the infection. About one 
per «ent of children thus infected are 
rendered plenty sick and are an agony 
in the head to dermatologists, but need 
not concern skin divers. At least eighty 
per «ent of the population, whether they 
ever have cold sores or not, carry the 
virus. Once infected with it, you carry 
this virus for the remainder of your 
life. It lies dormant in your cells un- 
less ‘he balance of your immunity and 
the .nvasiveness of the virus is upset. 
The: clinical, visible signs of herpes 
deve op. 


M thods of lowering your resistance 
may be general, such as having a fever, 
eati. g some food to which you are al- 
lerg'°, emotional shock, great fatigue, 
or having some other disease. The in- 
citing factor may also be local, as a 
blov to the lip, sunburn, the rubbing 
of a poorly fitted face plate, windburn 
to tie skin, drying, chapping. Sunburn 
and windburn are the diver’s principal 
proliems. 


Now the question comes up, why 
can’t we cure herpes? Well, antibiotics, 
such as penicillin, Aureomycin, Terra- 
mycin, sulfa drugs and other goodies 
of this nature kill larger germs princi- 
pally because these germs are complex 
organisms, as compared to the virus, at 
least. They have digestive systems and 
reproductive systems—they’re really liv- 
in’! Most antibiotics work by interfer- 
ing with some step in the digestive or 
reproductive processes of the germ 
which they kill. Since the virus ain’t 
got none, and also since it lurks only 
inside your living cell, the only way we 
can kill the virus is to kill your cell. 
No antibiotic presently known has any 
effect whatever on the herpes virus. 
Once a herpes lesion has come out, 
like the common cold, which is another 
virus infection, it will run its course. 
It is probably uninfluenced by treat- 
ment of any sort. Since the 
deep in the tissues, smearing any of the 
common things on the surface of the 
skin is about as sensible as smearing 
something on top of your desk if you 
want to tickle up a mouse hiding in 
the bottom drawer. 


virus is 


So, what can a skin diver do? Well, 
the first thing is—if you know you are 
sus.eptible to cold sores and have them 
come back frequently in the same place 
otect that area. A good sunscreen, 
such as Skolex, A-Fil, or Neo-A-Fil may 
be applied. These have invisible chemi- 
cal filters which will filter out the wave 
length of light that damages the skin, 
an! let’s the virus get active. A recent, 
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new, and highly effective preparation, 
which is even easier to use, is sold by 
the Texas Pharmacal Company under 
the name “A-Fil Sun Stick.” This little 
gadget looks like a colorless lipstick, 
and costs a buck. It is a good skin soft- 
ener and can be applied as easily as 
Chapstick or other similar lip pomade, 
from which it is indistinguishable. It 
leaves an invisible layer on the skin, 
just as Chapstick and other such com- 
pounds do. In addition to the lubri 
cating and protective action of the film 
ct wax covering the lip from the wind, 
there is a sunscreen chemical in the 
“A-Fil Sun Stick.” This filters out the 
wave length of sunlight which incites 
herpes simplex, sunburn, tanning, and 
skin cancer. 


Personally, I have about six of these 
A-Fil Sun Sticks around all the time, 
principally because my diving friends 
steal them from me or cozen me out of 
them. Whenever I am about to be ex- 
posed to the sun, I use the sun stick. 
After an hour or two, if I can no longer 
feel a film of wax on my lips, I re- 
apply it. This is a very easy, no-sweat 
procedure, and for the person develop 
ing cold sores around the lips, is an an- 
swer to a maiden’s prayer. The A-Fill 
Sun Stick is also useful since the thin- 
nest skin exposed to sun light, (not 
really skin at all), is the mucous mem- 
brane of the lower lip. This is blasted 
by sun light because it has much less 
protection than the true skin of the 
face. Years of the sun light exposure 
are the best single stimulating agent 
for skin cancer, and, on the lower lip, 
cancer I don’t want! It is much simpler 
to keep my lips covered with A-Fil Sun 
Stick now than to have one of my col- 
leagues whacking skin cancers out ol 
‘em in future years, quite aside from 
herpes. 

For them characters as has herpes re- 
current frequently, and real annoying, 
there is one possible avenue of escape. 
This is smallpox vaccination. Vaccina- 
tion actually has nothing to do with 
the disease “smallpox.” It is an inno- 
culation with a live virus, causing an 
entirely different disease, ““cowpox,” or 
“vaccinia.” There is a ninety-nine per 
cent effective cross immunity between 
the disease “‘cowpox,” or vaccinia, and 
true smallpox. According to the best 
animal and testtube research on vac- 
cinia virus and herpes simplex virus, 
there is no cross immunity between 
these two. It has been shown experi- 
mentally that the two viruses may even 
multiply simultaneously in the same 
cell. In spite of theoretical failure to 
modify the course of herpes simplex, 
about twenty per cent of people who 
have serial Smallpox vaccinations, usu- 
ally six, are proud and happy never to 
have another herpes. They are the sort 


who will lend their doctor an air tank 
occasionally while diving or even give 
him a pull on their private jug. An- 
other sixty per cent of such individuals 
still have an occasional visit from their 
old friend herpes, but state that the 
lesions are less frequent in their ap- 
pearance, that they come up and go 
down faster, that there is less soreness 
attack, etc. They are 
about the 


involved in an 
reasonably happy 
thing. The remaining twenty per cent 
of individuals so treated are quite put 
out and are perfectly willing to spit in 
the doctor’s bloodshot they 
say that the Smallpox innoculations did 
not help a bit. 


whole 


eye, since 


As far as local treatment for the in- 
dividual herpes is concerned, people 
want to smear something on it. Some 


drying preparation, if not too irritating, 


is not harmful. Secondary infection with 


o 
1g 


a germ in the broken skin occurs occa 
sionally, just as people with a common 
cold, measles, or other virus infection 
may develop a secondary germ disease 
such as pneumonia or streptococcus sore 
throat as a complication. For this pos 
sible secondary infection of herpes, a 
mild antibiotic ointment might be use 
ful, as long as you don’t kid yourself 
that it is modifying the course of the 
true virus infection. A good ointment, 
sold without prescription, is Baciguent 
(Upjohn). After the first several days, 
several applications a day of this to the 
blistered make 
least that you are doing something, and 
will cut down the rather slight chance 


area may you feel at 


of a secondary infection in your herpes. 
Baciguent has as an active ingredient 
the antibiotic “Bacitracin,”’ which has a 
very low index of allergy and which is 
internally. The use 


almost never used 


of sulfa ointments, or of penicillin oint- 


ment, is not recommended, since both 
of these drugs are used internally and 
since using them on the skin may pro- 


duce a future allergy. 

\ good drying application, such as 
don't 
Tinc- 
obtainable in any 


calamine lotion, is OK if you 


want to use antibiotic ointment. 
ture of Benzoin, 
drugstore, is very good. This has dis- 
infecting and healing properties, is dry- 
and leaves a_ protective coating 
over the affected area of herpes. Be- 
fore going out in the sun with an active 
herpes, if you don’t have an A-Fil Sun 
Stick, this is a good thing with which 
to cover the broken out There 
are also at least fifty patent medicines 
in every drug store for treating cold 
sores. A very smart old 
said that when there are many different 
treatments for any disease, you can de- 
pend on it that none of them is worth 
much. He said a mouthful! But for 
herpes, prevention, at least, is success- 
ful. And as usual, is better by the 
ounce than a pound of care. > 


ing, 


area. 


doctor once 
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Jim Pol ascending to the surface, pauses momentarily by hanging onto a strand of kelp at 60 
feet to check his watch and air pressure gauge, which can be seen hanging along his left side. 
Of course he cannot resist a peek at his souvenirs of the deep. 


SCUBA MYTHS AND 
MISCONCEPTIONS 


By JULIUS G. SIDDON 














The two divers swam away from 
shore, towards the reef. According to 
the charts, the ocean floor drops sud- 
denly to 57 fathoms just beyond. They 
had read somewhere, that with a stand- 
ard 70 cu. ft. tank they could descend 
into the depths until the safety rescrve 
came into operation. So down they 
went. Down along the steep rock wall, 
slowing down only to clear their cars 
and blow air into their suits. he 
latter to relieve the constantly inci eas 
ing pressure squeeze. Before long the 
light began to dim. At around 120 ieet 
the vegetation started to change. The 
rock wall got steeper and it requ'red 
nerve to continue into the seemii gly 
bottomless black pit below them. At 
180 feet both stopped to check (eit 
depth gauges, 

All of a sudden they were at 200 
feet. One of them started to ive 
trouble breathing. Slowly it dawnec on 
him that he should pull his safety re 
serve. That was the last thing he re. 
membered until he found himself s\ im 
ming towards the surface at 140 ‘cet. 
During all this time, his actions see:ned 
perfectly normal to his partner. 

But now a new problem presente: it 
self. Due to the ascent pressure was de- 
creasing rapidly and the air he ‘iad 
blown into his suit on the way down 
was expanding. Not knowing the tick 
of releasing it, he shot towards the 
surface out of control. His partner, «lad 
in a wet type suit and therefore free of 
such troubles, was chasing him mailly, 
trying in vain to warn him not 
exceed his slowest bubbles. Finally, 


0 


n 
desperation they clasped their hands to 


= 
= 


gether and tried to slow the ascent 
swimming downwards. It was to no 
avail, they shot right through the 
face ... feet first. 

By now one of them was entirely out 
of air. Fortunately his friend, who had 
made the entire dive with him, had 
used only two-thirds of his air supply. 
This was enough for both of them to 
go back down to ten feet and decom- 
press. Yet had the air consumption of 
both divers been the same, either way, 
this adventure could have been a mis 
adventure. 


I- 


Experiences of this nature are bound 
to make the diver wonder whether a 
70 cu. ft. tank is really foolproof. 
Nevertheless some will still maintain, 
that with a standard tank, you cannot 
stay deep long enough for the nitrogen 
to dissolve itself into the blood stream 
in sufficient quantity to Cause any trou- 
ble. Do you believe that? Too many 
divers still do. The theory circulates 
freely, too freely for a dangerous theory. 

True at shallow depths the diver is 
safe enough, but take the same diver 
into deeper water and he may run ito 
trouble. Especially if he naturally 
breathes shallowly, or prolongs his dives 
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by skip breathing. The later is a meth- 
od of respiration often used to conserve 
air by the more experienced, or maybe 
the more thrifty divers. In some cases, 
this method can almost double the 
diver’s submersion time, unfortunately 
at the same time increasing the danger 
of getting Caisson disease, better known 
as the Bends. 

Many divers can stay at a hundred 
feet for 25 minutes before they need 
worry about decompression. According 
to conservative estimates, a 70 cu. ft. 
tank will last only 18 minutes at this 
depth before the safety reserve 
into operation ... a good safety margin. 
Yet not long ago the author was taking 
ph« ographs in the Monterey Bay area 
at ‘he one hundred foot level, water 
temperature was normal, between 47° 
and 54° F. My ascent was made after 
95 minutes on the bottom, with a short 
decompression stop at the 10 ft. level. 
The bottle which had 2150 psi before 
the dive, was now down to 800 Ibs.... 
sufficient air to get into trouble with. 


goes 


On another occasion, some members 
of the club, Pacific Grove 
Gooneys, were diving in the pleasantly 
warm waters off Catalina Island. There 
were several divers, all swimming to- 
gether between 90 and 120 feet. The 
durations of their dives varied from 15 
to 40 minutes. Upon surfacing, those 
longer than 18 minutes, 
which is the maximum safe 
these depths, grabbed full tanks and 
closer to 


Looney 


that staved 
time at 
water 


into shallower 


Decompression does not neces 


swan 
shore. 
sarily have to mean a long boring stay 
at various levels, Fishing or exploring 
in shallow water is much more enjoy 
able, even if not always possible. 


This discrepancy between the theo- 
retical and actual submersion times 
crops up repeatedly. Consequently in 
addition to the depth gauge, a water 
proof watch and form of air 
pressure gauge are a definite necessity. 
It may be true that a few professional 
of diving behind 


some 


divers, with years 
them, can estimate their air supply with 
a watch alone. But the average diver 
is seldom fortunate enough to have 
this much experience.. He can estimate, 
yes .. . but air consumption varies with 
depth, exertion and water temperature, 
that it is inaccurate. A submersible ait 


pressure gauge is a necessity. 


\ll better makes of lungs come sup 
plicd with some form of air reserve, 
usually set to give the user five minutes 
warning before his air runs out. In 
most cases this safety factor is sufficient. 
...In most but not all. Again the diver 
with small lung capacity, slow meta 
bolism, or the skip breather can run 
into trouble. For he can easily prolong 
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his dives beyond 
time limit set by 
Of course the 
stretch out his air while the reserve is 
on. But for the skip breather this is 


in fact dangerous. De 


the decompression 
reserve. 
diver can also 


the safety 
same 


rather unwise, 
compression times are determined by 
the rate at which various body tissues 
give up the nitrogen that has been dis- 
solved into them during the dive. Also 
by the rate at which the blood can pass 
this nitrogen out of the system through 
formation of 


the lungs, without the 


bubbles. Breathing pure oxygen will 
hasten this nitrogen elimination. It is 
the author’s theory that 


oxygen by skip breathing during de- 


conserving 


compression may have the opposite ef- 
fect. 
one’s breath for short durations. 
diver know that by so doing 
during an himself 
to the danger of air embolism, a rather 
quick death at that. 


Also skip breathing means holding 
Every 
should 


ascent, he exposes 


Knowing the limitations of safety re 
serves, most lung manufacturers advise 
their customers 


against diving deep. 


Yet in some divers the spirit of ad 





At 200 feet both divers had the raptures of 
the deep. All of a sudden one of them started 
to have trouble breathing. Slowly it dawned 
on him that he should pull his safety reserve. 
That was the last thing he remembered. 


venture is strong, even if caution is not, 
and descend into the truly silent half 
world beyond 130 feet they will. Beyond 
this depth the safety 


reserve, unless 


specially set, gives insufficient time for 
proper decompression even if the dive1 
breathes normally, In fact some makes 
restrict the air supply beyond the depth 
of 100 feet to 


respective of the amount of air remain 


such an extent, ir- 


ing, that they have to be moved into 


the off position. Here an air pressure 
gauge really takes over. For it is around 
185 feet, or in some cases sooner, that 
start to notice the 
Without 


needing decompression, the diver can 


most divers really 


effects of nitrogen narcosis. 
stay at this level for about three min- 
utes. Yet the average diver, breathing 
normally, can remain around 12 min- 


5 


utes before having to trip his 5 minute 


air reserve. Decompression time for this 





depth for 15 minutes, the closest figure 
on the Navy Decompression ‘Tables, 
is 25 minutes at 10 feet. Taking into 
account the ascent to 10 feet, this would 
bring the total ascending time to 33 


minutes. Now this is rather stretching 


that 5 minute safety reserve, which 
after all was designed to give the aver- 
age diver adequate warning at con- 


servative depths of not below 130 feet. 


This fact was demonstrated rather 
forcibly to the author and a friend, Jim 
Pol, during a dive along the headwall 
of the Carmel Canyon, a favorite place 
for dives due to its nearness to shore 
and beautiful scenery. The object of 
the dive was to take flash photographs 
of Waynes Gate at 180 feet. We missed 
the gate and leisurely swam down to 
200 feet, taking several unsuccessful 
photographs. Unsuccessful because 
screwing bulbs into the flash gun socket 
became too complicated a task. Almost 
like trving to fit the right key into the 
wrong keyhole after a party. At any 
rate it took us 15 minutes to reach 200 
feet. Being engrossed in the problems 
of obstinate o1 flash 
bulbs, neither of us noticed the passage 
of time or depth, thus spending another 


disintegrating 


5 minutes between 200 and 220 feet. By 
this time narcosis was quite pronounced. 
The fact that one of us had to pull his 
air reserve, served as a sharp reminder 
as to depth and time. A fast ascent to 
60 feet, then following our slowest bub- 
bles to 10 feet, brought us to our de 
used our 


compression stop. Here we 


remaining air in 2 minutes. 


Time to 220 feet: 20 minutes, total 


ascending time, including what there 


was of decompression: 5 minutes. Re 
Fifteen minutes later, on reach- 
Jim felt 


Spare tanks were immediately 


sult? 
ing shore, a pain in his left 
elbow. 
shouldered and the necessary decompres 
sion shivered through. On reaching a 
2 &. 
Without spare tanks and with the near- 
over 130 


Francisco, this 


depth the pain disappeared. 


est pressure chamber miles 


away in San rather 


foolish escapade could have had a 


rather awkward ending. 


\nother pitfall for the unsuspecting 
behavior 
either 


diver, is the seemingly erratic 
of time underwater. For time 
flies, or drags unmercifully. When the 
diver is involved in some work, explor 
ing or fishing, especially if he is rap 
tured, time sure flies. No sooner does 
he start, than he is out of air and high 
tailing it for the surface. On the other 
hand when it comes to decompressing, 
especially when it is cold, one minute 
seems like five, five like thirty and 
thirty like a lifetime. It becomes very 
(Continued on page 29) 
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EUROPEAN BRIEFS 


Cousteau to Head Museum at Monaco 
By JAMES DUGAN 


The new director of the famous 
Oceanographic Museum at Monaco is 
Jacques-Yves Cousteau. His election by 
an international board of scientists is a 
recognition of how important diving 
has become in oceanography. The Mu- 
seum, founded in 1910 by the “Oceano- 
graphic Prince” Albert I. of Monaco, is 
a monolithic white limestone pile 328 
feet long, rising 272 feet above the 
Mediterranean along the rock of Mo- 
naco and on top of it. 

Albert lavishly endowed the museum 
as an active research laboratory with 
collections. The princely sum has been 
watered down by devaluation of the 
franc until its income today scarcely 
pays a janitor’s salary. The laborator- 
ies are empty, but almost a million visi- 
tors a year come to the fine aquarium 
and exhibits. Cousteau’s inaugural plan 
is to reinvigorate the extensive labs and 
fill them up with working researchers 
from many nations, to establish a Hall 
of Underwater Exploration, and lay on 
an active seagoing program with the 
new research vessel, Winaretta Singer, 
now in the stocks at Antibes. 

The undersea explorer will continue 
directing Calypso Expeditions as a sepa- 
rate effort. During the International 
Geophysical Year (1957-58) the Calypso 
has been assigned 150 general oceano- 
graphic stations in the Eastern Atlantic. 
technical group, 1|’Office 
Francais de Recherches Sous-Marines 
(O.F.R.S.) at Marseille will also carry 
on independently with construction of 
vehicles and undersea _instru- 
The O.F.R.S. has a building in 
the commercial docks with engineering 
shops, drafting room, library, carpenter 
shop, experimental tanks, 
The _physio- 
logical under Prof. 
Jacques Chouteau of the University of 
\ix-Marseille is concentrating on nitro- 
gen narcosis. 

PLANKTON SOUP 

Despite the fact that few Europeans 
can afford a diving lung, the sport 
leaps ahead. Former Prime Minister 
Anthony Eden and Lady Eden tried it 
during their Jamaican holiday. She be- 
came an enthusiast. The Russians sent 
an underwater camera team to one of 
their scientific stations in the Arctic. 
They got some extraordinary sequences 
of polar bears underwater. The Red 
Navy uses an air lung, thought to be a 
copy of the Aqua-Lung. A most en- 
thusiastic Spanish diver is Antonio Ri- 
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Cousteau’s 


depth 
ments. 


and_ plastic 


and a conference room. 


research section 


bera of Barcelona. He has written nine 
diving books in four years. Recently 
his book Los Hombres-Peces (The Men- 
fish) hit the stands to compete with 
Guia Submarina de la Costa Brava (Un- 
derwater Guide to the Brava Coast), put 
out simultaneously by another publish- 
er. Senor Ribera wrote it, too. 


Diving books come like fossil diatoms 
falling into the globigerinous ooze. In 
Holland there is Caraibisch steekspel, 
which might be rendered “Caribbean 
Fish-Sticking”. In Britain there is Ley 
Kenyon’s Pocket Guide to the Under- 
water World, and Victor Berge’s Dan- 
ger is My Life. Berge is a 60-year-old 
Swedish swashbuckler who wrote a good 
book, Pearl Diver, back in 1930. His 
design of a face mask is used on the 
familiar U.S. Navy shallow-water gear. 
In Java he raised a pearling expedition 
with this invention and seventeen teak 
mayongs with sails made of a kind of 
silky tree bark called karuru. When he 
was all set to sail his pearling fleet to 
Borneo, the Japanese invaded Java. 
They arrested and tortured Capt. Berge 
and left him in a starvation camp to 
die. He did not oblige. He 
one Japanese officer who personally tor- 
tured him many times, “I always hope 
that I shall meet him again some day. 
It would give me pleasure as a free 
man to meet him and swap memories 
of his torture chamber.” 


says of 


Pierre Labat’s charming account of 
underwater boy scouting has appeared 
in England as The Marvelous Kingdom. 
Labat was a lawyer, trained to dive in 
the French Navy. Five years ago he 
gathered a group of older boys who 
were recognized as the first official div- 
ing scouts in the world. He and his 
lads dived in caves and ancient ship- 


mounds in the Mediterranean. Scout- 
master Labat suffered a fatal air em- 
bolism in a shallow dive in 1955. 


A fathom of new books are out in 
France. A significant one is Premiér de 
Plongée (First to Dive) by the pioneer 
underwater gadgeteer, Commandant 
Yves le Prieur. The editor of the maga- 
zine, Aventure Sous-Marine, Jean-Al- 
bert Foex, has described diving in Bi- 
ble lands, and leaders of a round-the- 
world diving cruise are getting out a 
two-volume chronicle. The Australian 
novelist James Aldridge has an apt title: 
Underwater Hunting for the Inexperi- 
enced Englishman, light in the hand but 
heavy on the know-how. Aldridge 
knows almost as much about la chasse 


sous-marine as the older French hands. 
A couple of years ago he drove a Land 
Rover (British jeep) with a compressor, 
lung, wife and baby from the English 
Channel to Athens. He embarked them 
for Egypt, where he had a ten-year-old 
blacksmith whip him up a collapsible 
iron anti-shark cage. A number of 
Egyptians fastened it to his chariot ind 
Aldridge took off for the Sudan. At the 
first camp he found that his wife «nd 
himself together could not lift the c.ze, 
so it was left in the sand. In the lower 
Gulf of Suez he negotiated the fringing 
reefs on foot and dived alone with his 
movie camera. Bleeding from his | cef 
crossing, Aldridge interested a numer 
of sharks. He sliced his back going up 
the reef with his eye on them. Aldri lge 
seems taken with diving. 

Divers interested in the ocean ife 
around them should look for ano: \er 
fine English book when it comes ut 
here—The Open Sea by Alister Ha dy, 
the first of two volumes on marine bi- 
ology in the notable New Natur: list 
Prof. Hardy holds the Lin: cre 
Chair of Zoology and Comparative \n- 
atomy at Oxford, but this book was 
not made in a chair. He is a seagoing 
student. The book has many photo- 
graphs and line and color drawings by 
the author from fresh specimens on 
deck. It is easy to read despite its high 
reference value. 


series. 


Another professional book is due 
soon, Capt. W. O. Shelford’s history of 
submarine escape. He was the Royal 
Navy's all-around underwaterman —a 
submarine officer, diving physioloyist, 
salvage master, diving superintendent 
and master-of-ceremonies of some nasty 
underwater parties held for the Nazis. 
Shelford interviewed scores of escapees 
from sunken submarines in allied and 
enemy navies and found that the ma- 
jority reached the top without breath- 
ing apparatus. 

At last an American publisher is 
bringing out a translation of La Plongée 
by the French Navy Undersea Research 
Group, which many professionals regard 
as the most authoritative handbook on 
contemporary diving. To be called The 
Complete Manual of Free Diving, the 
book is the carefully checked, weighed 
and considered results of ten years of 
research by the 
group. It is not a pitch to sell diving. 
It is a bible for those already converted. 
Among the tables are Jean Aliant’s cal- 
culations for successive air lung dives in 
a single day, and a separate sliding 
ready-reckoner which comes with the 
book. The other principal authors are 
Tailliez, Dumas, Cousteau and Devilla. 
Due in the spring, the publishers are ‘ry- 
ing to price it to fit the driver’s dufile- 
bag. i 


original Aqua-Lung 
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DICK MYERS — 


Northeast Council 
Diver of the Month, 
member of the 
Worcester Frogmen. 


NORTHEAST NOTES 


By DON LAMONT 


Northeast Council of Skin Diving Clubs, P.O. Box 42, Shawsheen Village, Mass. 


All Council member clubs and inde- 
pendents are reminded that 1957 dues 
are now payable. One of the major jobs 
of your Council is acting as watch dog 
against legislation that will deprive skin 
divers of their rights in our waters. Your 
part of the job is to strengthen the 
Council by rejoining. It is a known fact 
that legislation on lobstering via skin 
diving will be introduced in Maine, and 
tumors are prevalent that the ax may 
fall in Massachusetts also. The Council 
needs the support of every active skin 


diver in New England to combat this 
trend. It is far easier to fight legislation 
before it is enacted than to remove it 


from the statutes when passed. 


GERALD COMEAU of the Bay State 
Aqua Club, home of the “Aqua Men” 
reports that his club is presently en- 
gaged in laying the groundwork for set- 
ting up a training program for neophyte 
skin divers with the cooperation of local 
retailers of skin diving equipment. 
With every piece of skin diving equip- 
ment sold, the retailers have agreed to 
inchide a handbill printed by the club. 
Thi. pamphlet tells the purchaser where 
to write for details for free training in 


SKIN DIVER—March, 1957 





the sport of skin diving, with no obli 
gation to join the club. A display has 
heen planned to be set up in lobbies of 
theaters showing skin diving movies to 
educate the general public on equip 
ment used by divers, and also to answer 
questions that may be asked by doubt- 
ing parents in regards to the safety of 
the sport. Also, the club has a commit- 
tee in the field trying to acquire the use 
of a “Y” pool for winter use, with no 
positive results as yet. 

Jerry concludes that “the only way 
to orient the public on the enjoyment 
and safety of skin diving is to bring 
skin diving to them; they won't come 
to skin diving.” 

REGULATIONS for guidance of skin 
divers in New Hampshire coastal waters. 
There are no restrictions in New Hamp- 
shire coastal waters. There are no re- 
strictions as to method of taking, season, 
or limit, nor is a license required to take 
salt water fish off the coast of New 
Hampshire. However, striped bass must 
be at least 16 inches in length measured 
from apex of fork of tail to farthest 
extremity of head, Also, to take oysters 


resident 
of the state or a non-resident owning 
real estate therein and 
license. Oyster limit, one bushel per day; 
clams must be 


or clams, a diver must be a 


must possess a 
at least 214 inches in 
length and the limit is one peck per day. 
There are also county regulations as to 
closed flats, etc. The taking of lobsters 
by skin diving methods in the state of 
New Hampshire coastal waters is abso 
lutely forbidden, the result of a sneak 
amendment two years ago in the closing 
days of the legislative sessions, and a 
condition which work 
hard to 

Next month, regulations for the state 
of Massachusetts. 


THE MAINE MARINE Alpine Club 
has elected officers for 1957, these being: 
Richard D. Joseph 
H. Gallant, Harry P. 
Phompson, Treasurer; and Marjorie M. 


your Council is 


ing very rectify. 


Craven, President: 


vice-president; 


Turner, Secretary. Incidentally, Marjo 


rie, a Very brunette, and an 


skin 
column 


attractive 


active diver, will be teatured in 
this next month as 
Diver of Month.” 

BOB SAVOIE 
of the 
called 
cover the body of a 14-vear old boy who 


had 


COV ered 


‘Council 
the 


and another member 


Andover Sports Divers were 


upon by county officials to_ re 
the ice. Thev re 


half an 


fallen through 
the 
alter starting the search. 
COUNCIL DIVER OF THE MONTH 
Richard Myers. No one can meet Dick 
without 


body within hour 


becoming immediately im 
pressed by his modesty, sincere friendli 
ness and interest in the welfare of oth 
ers, A top caliber diver, he received his 
initiation to the world in 


1935 after a descent to approximately 30 


underwatet 


feet via the use of a homemade shallow 
water helmet. It until August 
of 1954 that Dick had an opportunity 
to try out Scuba. Since that time he has 
become the Scuba 
divers in Worcester County. Instrument 
al in the forming of the Worcester Frog 
men, Inc., Dick has been disaster officer 
the August 
Floods of 1955. He also has participated 


was not 


one of most active 


of the organization since 
in public demonstrations given for the 
Heart Fund, Sporting Clubs, United 
States Army Reserve, Charitable Organ 
izations, YWCA, Boys Clubs the 
City Water Department for possible 
flood control. This past winter it was 
necessary to cut through 22” of ice to 
give the Heart Fund demonstration on a 
local lake. He participates in all tourna- 
ments held by the Council and was 
third place winner in the 1956 North- 
east Council Tournament held at New- 
port, Rhode Island. He participated in 
the rescue operations in the August 
floods which deluged Worcester and sur- 
rounding towns. The amazing part of 
all of this is that Dick, 33 years of age, 
a veteran of World War II, has only 
one arm. > 


and 
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A special report to SKIN DIVER on... 


CONDITIONS IN FLORIDA 


By ED MILLER 


Director of Publicity F.S.D.A. 


It is not the intent of this report t 
try and scare anyone into rushing t 
the aid of skin divers in Florida. It is, 
I hope, a true and factual report as 
viewed from the State Capitol. 


The truth is, conditions are bad, there 
is no doubt about it. Only three major 
areas remain where spearfishing can be 
legally enjoyed in Florida. That being 
the upper Gulf 
coast and the lower Keys. 
areas are either barren of fish or are 
prohibited. If this enough 
there are those with unlimited money 


coast, the upper east 
The other 


were not 


to spend that feel the sport of spear- 
fishing must be outlawed 100% in this 
state. not large in 
number and they are not powerful in 
politics, but they have three or four 
dedicated members in the state legisla 
ture and make 
heard. 


These people are 


money to themselves 

By skillful use of the right man in 
the right place at the right time they 
have slowly, little by little, gained thei 
objective. This year they are boasting 
that they will finish the job that is al 
ready 80°, completed. 

Such is the conditions, 


they are, in Florida. 


gloomy as 


I have received letter after letter ask 
ing three questions: What are you do- 
ing? 
this? How can I help? 


What have you done to deserve 
I think that | 
can save a lot of stamps by answering. 
What are we doing? Well, we have a 
plan based on a policy of fairness that 
we would like to into the 
legislature, one that if adopted would 


introduce 


solve all problems, now and for the 
future. More on this plan later. Our 
drawback is that we lack the 
money to put our bill before the legis- 
lature and keep it there. 


main 


What have we done? Frankly not as 






BUY A—— DEL MAR— | 
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much as some must think, although 
three years ago there were a number of 
men spearfishing for profit. I don’t be- 
lieve this is the answer. The true an- 
swer lies closer to a statement one char- 
ter captain made. “I’m too old to spear- 
fish,” he told me, “and if it gets real 
popular, it'll ruin me.” This man hit 
closer to the truth than any captain 
that claims to be a conservationist. Most 
of those against spearfishing base their 
dislike on the fact that “They know it 
ruins the fishin’ ” . “it ain’t no sport, 
like shootin’ fish in a barrel”. ‘“Spear- 
fishermen are killin’ TONS of fish” and 
the silliest of all “all them people from 
out-of-state are killin’ our fish.” All the 
quotes given are taken direct from re- 
marks made before the Florida Board 
of Control reviewing the ban in the 
upper Keys. Another “captain” stated 
that the reefs were barren due to spear- 
fishing and that he had put on a hel- 
met and walked the reefs without see- 
ing any fish. For those that know these 
waters no remark is necessary here. 
What can you do to help? Well, | 
feel that we here in Florida are fighting 
a battle not for spearfishing in Florida, 
but for spearfishing. in the United 
States. As such, it is for all to help 
tlemselves by providing us with the 
ammunition to fight our common fight. 
What we plan is a “two front opera- 
The first is the direct attack. 
You can help by writing letters to 
Governor Leroy Collins and the Florida 
Board of Conservation 
lahassee, Fla. 


tion . 


... both in Tal 
State in your letter ex 
actly how you feel regarding present 
restrictions in Florida and pending legis 
lation banning spearfishing state-wide. 
The second front is the bill to present 
before legislature ending our problems. 


The second phase is the hardest. Send 


us money, in any amount, every penny 
will be spent in the fight to repeal ex. 
isting laws and prevent any new ones, 
If you want to donate, send it to me 
and I will see that it gets to the firm 
of C.P.A. that will administer the {und 
and send you a receipt. 


What will the money be used for? 
Well, a professional lobbyist mus: be 
hired. This is necessary to get to the 
right people with information an! to 
receive information from the right peo- 
ple. There are phone bills, teleg: aph 
bills and stamps and mailing costs. Last 
session we spent over $2,000.00 on ‘hese 
expenses alone (while the people | gin’ 
us admit spending $14,000.00 for heir 
program). This year we have the a: ‘ded 
expense of fighting the legality 0: ex 
isting laws through the courts, w iich 
will cost several thousand dollars If 
every skin diver in the United S ates 
will just give $1.00, and if every «lub 
will give $10.00 and if every bus. ness 
that sells diving equipment will just 
send something, we promise that we 
will be able to once and for all lick 
this thing. Legislature starts the first 
of April, we must have the money \.)W 
in order to plan ahead. 

If you skin dive, if you plan to E\ ER 
enjoy the warm clear waters of Flo: ida, 
and if you hope never to face the 
problem in YOUR state, help us {ight 
your fight NOW. 


A summary of the intent of the Dill 
to be provided and introduced to the 
legislature by the Florida Skin Divers 
Association. 

1. This bill shall provide bag limits 
on certain specie of fish that may be 
taken by any method (hook . . . spear 

met... Gt£.). 

2. Provide closed seasons for all specie 
if and when needed and where needed. 


3. Prohibit the sale of any fish at 
anytime, 

1. Prohibit sale to anyone other than 
licensed fish house. 

5. Provide commercial fishing liccnsé 
with exceptions to part 1 and 3. To 
apply only to commercial species ind 
not to game fish. 

6. Define 
cial fish.” 


“oame fish” and “comme! 

7. Provide “salt water license,” mon- 
ies to go to hiring officers to check and 
enforce this law. 


8. Provide penalties. >» 
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AROUND 
the 


SOUND 
By PETER PUGET 


The Peter Puget column is compiled each 
month by representatives of the Pacific 
Northwest Council. Material for the col- 
umn should be forwarded to Puget Sound 
Divers Co., 2520 Westlake Ave No. Seat- 
tle directly or through any local dealer or 
club. 


The annual Mid-Winter champion- 
ships proved quite winterish, and some- 
what of an endurance contest. Several 
inches of snow fell on the preceding 


day, ‘he wind whipped up uncommon- 
ly large swells for Puget Sound, and the 
air, which hovered close to the freez- 
ing point despite the bright sunshine, 
mad the 45 degree water seem almost 
warn. The heavy swells and an outgo- 
ing (ide combined to cover the diving 
area with a thick layer of muddy water, 
belo. which the visibility ranged up to 
20 feet. 

Despite all the handicaps the Puget 
Sound’ Mudsharks managed to find 58 
pounds 7 ounces of assorted fish to re- 
mail) unbeaten. The winning team was 
composed of Jim Blanchard, Gary Kel 
fler, ind John Tallman. The Mudshark 
“B” team of Dick Krause, Dale Dean, 
and Bill Mertz surprised all by taking 
second with 28 pounds 11 ounces. The 
Port Townsend Pile Divers were third, 


Konrad Schwenke, Dan Walker, and 
Richard Phelps, with 21 pounds 6 
ounces, 


The meet was held at the site of an 





Looks to me like love at first sight!’ 





old wrecked barge, and the adjacent 
ferry dock. The area is only 14 hour 
Seattle, and hence is 
heavily fished. It was rather productive 
for the meet however if you consider 
that each diver was allowed to enter 
only 2 fish. The state limit makes this 
necessary, otherwise it would be a con- 
test to see who could get closest to the 
limit. The rules also required that each 
fish entered be over three pounds. This 
ruling proved popular, and will likely 
be adopted for future meets in this 
area. None of our divers like to fool 
around with very small fish, but if they 
ccunt you have to spear them to pro- 
tect your chances. Not counting them 


from downtown 


frees everyone from the burden of drag- 
ging them around, and allows them to 
concentrate on finding something worth- 
while. In addition, the total meet catch 
laid out on a tarp gives spectators a 
much better impression of underwater 
spearfishing when it contains all good 
sized specimens. 

John Tallman won the trophy for the 
largest fish, a 14 pound 9 ounce cabe- 
zone. Gary Keffler had the highest two 
fish total, 21 pounds 10 ounces. 


\ total of II 
but many divers didn’t last long. 


teams hit the water, 
Pete’s 
boys aren’t used to rough water, and 
many fed the fish. Jim Blanchard was 
the only diver to last the full 2 hours. 
At least a dozen of the smarter divers 
watched the whole show after looking 
the situation over. 

Weighmaster Sam Meln reported the 
aluminum plant tags used to tag the 
just the thing. They don't 
wash off, and go on easily. Other meets 
may find them helpful. They cost a lit- 


fish were 


tle over a penny apiece. 

The big event coming up in the 
Northwest is the World’s Octopus Wrest- 
ling Championship, scheduled for March 
24, at the Tithow beach Ferry dock, Ta- 
coma. Tentative rules have been estab- 
lished as follows: 3 man teams, 3 heats. 
First heat | hour skin diving, 2 points 
a pound plus 2 points a foot. Second 
heat 1 hour Lung diving 1 point a 
pound plus one point a foot. Third 
heat any style, 14 point per pound plus 
4, point per foot. The octopus may 
not be penetrated by any sharp instru- 
ment, or mutilated in any fashion. Con- 
testants may not carry knives, 
guns, net or floats. They may not touch 


Spear 


the octopus with anything except their 
bare hands (light gloves are permitted). 


The car body planted by local divers 


\l SUIT —— $39.95 


arch, 1957 
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shows signs of paying off in a big way. 
Eight days after it was planted 6 fish 
were living in it. Four were Cabazone 
all good size, estimated to run from 8 
to 12 pounds, the others were larger 
rockfish. A week 
later only one cabezone remained, and 
At that time 
an eight foot octopus was caught, tagged 
and placed in the trunk. Four days lat- 
er he was gone despite the fact he had 
to cover nearly a half mile of barren 
sand to find cover. No fish have been 
speared from the car. The club that 
planted it is sworn to secrecy as to its 
exact location, they are hopeful that lo- 
cal divers who find it will refrain from 































































than average copper 


there were 6 or 7 rockfish. 


spearing the fish which have moved in, 
at least until a more complete observa- 
tion of the results can be made. It is 
gratifying to think that a_ previously 
barren area might be converted to a 
good fishing grounds. Ed Thomas chairs 
a committee working to organize more 
such projects. Any local divers volun- 
teering energy, scrap, or ideas can con 
tact him at AD 0739 Island) 


or through Pete. 


(Merce1 
Shorts January water tempera 


ture 45° Average visibility 12 feet. 
Divers in the Longview, Wash. area in- 
terested in a new club which is form- 
ing, contact Earle Rushner, Rt. 2, Box 
358-A 


Longview, Washington. >. 


Professional Type 


Best quality — workmanship, and ma- 





terials. Suit is ready-to-wear in small, 






medium and large sizes. ALSO... in 
Kit form at only $24.95. 


The DEL MAR SUIT CO. 
P.O. BOX 7163 
SAN DIEGO 7, CALIF. 





















































Letters 











(Continued from page 3) 


. . » | am 13 years old and I like skin div- 
ing. I don’t have a scuba or speargun. I 
would like to have a pen pal in the United 
States and the only one I know of is Freddy 
W. of Covington, Kentucky. Could you send 
me his address? 

Howard Dworkin 

3403 Tullamore Rd., 


Cleveland Hts. 18, Ohio 
(Write to him Freddy . . . and others too!) 
Jan. 8, 1957 


Dear Chuck: 

Proposed: East Coast 
with no officers or dues. 

Purpose: To meet regularly and discuss 
skin diving, spearfishing, underwater pho- 
tography, places to dive, experiences with vari- 
ous equipments. To plan skin diving trips, 
both local and to other parts of the world. 

Assets: Contacts at Marathon and Key 
West, Florida, St. Thomas, St. Croix, Bermu- 
da, Acapulco, San Juan, and Los Angeles. 
26’ Chris-Craft Express Cruiser for local 
diving 

Wanted: Experienced skin divers, 21 or 
over, who are interested and are able to travel 
occasionally. 

Action: Call Wayne Green, DEwey 9-1691, 
New York City, for more information. We'll 
get together for some spring diving. 


Skin Diving Club 


. .. To all skindivers and spearfishermen .. . 
the State of Florida has outlawed spearfishing 
along the upper Florida Keys and this Spring 
the matter will come before the Florida State 
Legislature for a final decision. The tourist 
trade is the life blood of that state and if 


enough interested persons all over the country 
will write to both Gov. Collins and to the 
Miami Chamber of Commerce it is likely 
enough strength can be mustered to defeat 
the bill. 

All spearfishermen from California to Mi- 
ami.... this is a dangerous proposition that 
can spread. STOP IT NOW by writing and 
wiring protests to Gov. Collins of Florida and 
t> the Miami Chamber of Commerce. Explain 
how the outlawing of spearfishing is unreason- 
able and unfair and how it will affect the 
tourist trade. DON’T WAIT—WRITE OR 
WIRE NOW! 

Remember it’s the number of letters from 
out of state that will do the trick. No matter 
whether you live in Texas or Michigan, New 
York or Maine—Write. IT WILL HELP! 

Edward W. Mudd 
22 Pinecrest Rd., 
Birmingham, Ala. 


. . . Recently I have moved from Florida to 
Tokyo, Japan, where I have been unable to 
locate diving companions. 

I am 23, with quite a bit of diving experi- 
ence and would certainly like to contact other 
enthusiasts in this area. Could you possibly 
check your subscription list for addresses with 
a San Francisco APO number or publish my 
letter in your next issue, or both? Your co- 
operation would surely be appreciated. 

I possess some degree of skill in writing. 
If you would desire an article on diving, un- 
derwater life, or anything concerned with Jap- 
anese waters, please let me know the par- 
ticulars. 

1/Lt. Dale S. Johnson 

AO 3040882 Box 9 

6091st Recon. Sqd. 

APO 328, San Francisco, Calif. 

(Tokyo divers, here is another companion 
for you . . . and—Dale, we will welcome any- 
thing you can send from Japan about diving 
underwater.) 





.. . ‘Stand for your Scuba Tank’ by Richard 
H. Reichenbach in your Jan. 57 issue was a 
fine and useful article. Thanks Dick for a 
good idea. I did add a few touches however, 
curving one side to fit my back in a pack 
board arrangement, and utilizing the straps 
of my lung for carrying. 

I also found another and quite obviou~ use 
for your stand on our diving outings. Ii be- 
comes a very handy “potty seat’ for the «mall 
fry who tag along with us family men. 


Wm. F. (Bud) Ruceg 
San Francisco, Ca’ ff, 


... | would like to correspond with -kin 
divers from Hawaii. I would appre. iate 
it very much if you would place my 
name and address in a small corne of 
your magazine. Thank you. 


Sincerely yours, 
Felix A. Rodriguez 
135 East 102 Street—Apt 4E 
New York City 29, New * ork 
U.S.A. 


New Address 
TOKYO OASIS DIVERS 
Service Club 14 
APO 712 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Ben K. Hastings, M.D. 
Address Unknown 
Skin Diver «fice 


address as 


Please furnish the 
with your current 
some mail here for you and are un. ble 
to forward it at the present time. 


we lave 
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Compressed Air 





S tations 













Compressed Air Stations—a nation- 
al listing to serve the local and 
traveling diver. Advertising rate is 
$30 for 6 ads taken on a semi- 
annual basis — Jan. thru June and 
July thru Dec. Payment must ac- 
company copy. Send all material to 
Compressed Air Stations, c/o Skin 
Diver, Box 128, Lynwood, Calif. 





‘yD 
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All prices are for 70 cubic foot cylinders. 


Listed Alphabetically by States and Cities. 





_—— 


ARIZONA 


SPORTS SPOT 

4226 £. Indian School Road 
Phoen Arizona 

Hours: 9-6 $1.25 


CALIFORNIA 


SUNLAND SPORTS LODGE 

332 North Canon Drive 

Beverly Hills, California 

Hours: |!0-7 Mon.-Fri. 10-9 

AL'S SPORTING GOODS 

Highway One at Pier 

Cayuc California. Phone 4121 
7-9 Sat.-Sun. Hol. $1.50; weekdays $1.25 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SKIN DIVERS SUPPLY 
Located at Compton Hardware Co.) 


$1.25 


226 E. Compton Bivd., Compton, Calif. 
Hours: 8:30-5:30. Fri. Till 9 $1 
KELPSUIT 


10927 Hawthorne Bivd. 
Inglewood, Calif. OR. 4-1040 
Hours: 8 to 8, Heavenly Air 
PARKER BOATS G MOTORS 
680 North Coast Blvd. (Hwy. 101) 
Laguna Beach, Calif. $1.50 
Hrs. 8-5 7 days a week 
DIVE ‘N’ SURF 
731 Pearl Street 
la Jolla, California 
Hours: 9-6 $1.25 
PENGUIN, INC, 
6162 Atlantic Ave. 
Long Beach, California 
Hours: 9-7 
UNDERWATER SPORTS SHOP 
5914 E. 2nd Street 
long Beach, California 
Hours: 9:30 - 6:00, Open 7 days 
AQUA-DIVERS 
1901 Pac. Cst. Hwy. (Along the P.V. Hills) 
Lomita, California. DA. 6-6663 
Hours: 9-9, 7 days a week $1.25 
LYLE A. HOSKIN G SON 
Water Sports Eqpt. Co., Inc. 
1220 West. Coast Hwy. 
Newport Beach, Calif. 9-6 
SPORTLAND 
406 South Lake Avenue 
Pasadena, California. Certified Air 
9-5:30 Mon. -Thurs.; Fri. 9-9:30 
DIVE 'N’ SURF 
223 Hermosa Avenue 
Redondo Beach, California 
Hours: 9-6 $1.25 
MEL’S AQUA SHOP 
1911 So. Catalina Ave. 
Redondo Beach, California 
Hours: 9:30-6:60 $1.25 
STAN SHELEY 
1649 Willowhurst Ave, 
Son jose, California 
hours. $1.50 
VALLEY SKIN DIVER 
15206 Ventura 4 
Sherman Oaks, Calif 
Hrs: |0-6:30 | 70 cu. ft. $1.25 
SAN DIEGO DIVERS SUPPLY, INC. 
4042 Midway Drive 
San Diego 10, California 
Hour: 9-8, 7 days a week Certified Air $1.25 
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$1.25 


$1.25 


$1.25 


$1.50 


TEMPLE SPORTING GOODS 

9514 East Las Tunas (Certified Air) 
Temple City, Calif. ATlantic 6-3308 
Hrs: 9-6 — 9-9 on Mon. G Fri. 
WATER GILL PRODUCTS 

2547 Lincoln Bivd., EXmont 1-1210 


Venice, California 70 cu. ft. $1.25 
Week 9-5 & 6-9; Sat.-Sun. 9-6 G 10-6 
Certified Air 
FLORIDA 


CLEARWATER PRODUCTS 

1123 Seminole Street 
Clearwater, Fla. Phone 3-3145 
70 cu. ft. tank $1.50 
SEAHORSE MOTEL 
Marathon, Florida. 

24 hour service 
UNDERWATER SPORTS, INC.,G MAKO MFG. CO. 
2219 Biscayne Bivd 

Miami, Florida $1.25 

PALM BEACH DIVERS SUPPLY 

623 So. Olive Avenue 

West Palm Beach, Florida 


$1.50 
ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO OXYGEN THERAPY SERVICE 

1641 West Irving Park Road 

Chicago 13, III 

Hours: 9-9 $2.70 
HOBBY DEN 

8546 S. Racine Ave 

Chicago 20, Illinois 

Hours: 9-6; Sun. 8-11 a.m. $2.00 
SATNESS FROGMAN SUPPLIES 

3722 N. Cicero Ave. " 
Chicago, III $1.75 
Call PA-5-1114 

ED. THORNE’S HARDWARE 
7928 N. 2nd St. 

Rockford, Ill. 

Hrs. 8-8 Sat. 8-6 Sun. 8-12:30 


MICHIGAN 


. J. SPORTSMEN SHOP 
219 W. Seven Mile, KE. 4-2299 
Detroit 19, Michigan 
Hours: 3-9 p.m. $1.50 
ST. CLAIR DIVERS CO. 
24400 E. Jefferson, Hrs.: 12-9 p.m. 
St. Clair Shores, Mich. PR. 7- 9852 
(At Jefferson Bch. Marina, Lake St. Clair) 


MINNESOTA 

JACK THE FROGMAN CO. 

5621 Harriet Ave. So. Minneapolis 
Air filtered four times 

24 hour service 


NEW JERSEY 


UNDERWATER SPORTS OF N. j. 
A complete line for skin divers 
426 Washington St. 

Orange, N.J. Hrs. 11-11 


NEW YORK 


mn. SKIN DIVERS 
0-09 Jamaica Ave. 


$1.50 


$1.50 


$1.50 


$1.50 


$1.50 


Jamaica, New Yo 


rk 
Tues.-Wed.-Thurs. till 7, Mon. & Fri., 10, Sat. 8 


TRAINEES 
Sought for 


ARMY RESERVE 
DIVING TRAINING 


Ihe Army Reserve Training Center, 
Fort MacArthur, San Pedro, California, 
announced plans for activating an Engi- 
Diving Detachment as an Army 
Reserve unit. The unit will take Re 
serve duty training at San Pedro Harbor 


nee! 


area under a curriculum provided by 
the E. R. Underwater 
Specialist School of Wilmington, Cali- 
fornia, 


Cross Company, 


The unit will be equipped with four 
diving outfits for deep and shallow wa- 
ter. Training will be in conjunction 
with an existing Port Construction De- 
sign team. 


g 
will be available 
from Master Sergeant through Corporal 


Specialist’ ratings 


for trainees who enroll for this train- 
ing. <A 
scheduled in conjunction with the Navy, 


in addition to the week-end training 


two-week summer course is 


courses, 


Some vacancies presently exist in the 
unit. Interested personnel may apply 


to Major James J]. Finn, ARTC, Build- 
ing 950, Fort MacArthur, San Pedro, 
California, TErminal 2-4571 extension 


151 or 442. xp 





GRODY’S LUGGAGE & SPORT SHOP 

342 South Salina Street 

Syracuse, New York Per tank 10c per 100-Ibs. 
Daily 9:30 to 5:30; plus Mon. & Fri. to 9 p.m. 
RICHARDS nas CENTER 

233 W. 42nd St. 

New York 36, Tee York 
Hrs. 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. 


TEXAS 


WATER SPORTS SUPPLY 
4350 W. University Blvd 
Dallas, Tex. 7-3184 
Hrs. 8-6 10c per 100 Ibs. 


VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Cc. & M. CARON 


$2.00 


Main Street 

Saint Thomas, Virgin Islands 
Hours: 8:30-6 $2.00 
WASHINGTON 


PUGET SOUND DIVERS COMPANY 
2520 Westlake N. - AL. 8555 
Seattle 9, Washington 

Hours: 8-5:30 - Emergency SU 0449 
SEATTLE SKIN DIVING SUPPLIES 
4853 Calif. Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 


24 hours service Ph. AV. 5811 $1.50 
WISCONSIN 
CUDAHY AUTO PARTS CO. 
4186 S. Kinnickinnic Ave. 
Cudahy, Wisconsin. 
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Yoo-hoo, out there. 

Although your gratifying increase in mail makes coffee-breaks 
a mere, pleasant memory—it’s more than worth the risk of eye- 
strain to enjoy your marvelous (if, occasionally peculiar) letters 
and I hope you'll continue to write in any vein you see fit to ex- 
pound your hopes, your fears and those nutty ideas you've been 
hiding all these long years. Last one into the verbal-surf is a 
Manta Ray’s uncle 


CONTEST WINNERS... 
First Prize check of $10.00 goes to Charlot Rosenberg of Atlanta, 
Georgia for the following verse: 
Those guys all complain that their wives are a pain 
When she doesn’t love diving with him. 
But pity the life of the dive-loving wife 
With a husband who can’t even swim! 
Charlot Rosenberg 


ind a Booby Prize of 10c goes to Tom Leach of Austin, Texas 
for this little horror: 
Coral is red 
Oceans are green, 
And I understand 
Most sharks are quite mean. 
Tom Leach 
Ten-second tip for poets: keep your stuff to ONE VERSE OF 
VO MORE THAN SIX-LINES;: and mentioning my name in it 
(as many did) won’t put you any closer to the prize loot. Charlot 
won because we felt her verse had a cute switch on the current 
hassle about taking wives on diving outings. Topical. Get the beat? 


DEPARTMENT OF HUDDLED CRITICS 
The next time you and Sylvia are on the beach together and 
she starts to pull that “Joe Gunkkeester” gag on you—watch out. 
It might be Jerry N. of Long Beach. Your puss is unmistakable 
and, if he saw it, he might put some color into it. Personally, [| 
wish he would. 
Jim W.—Grand Forks, N. Dakota 
You do, eh? Well. 1 guess there’s enough distance between North 
Dakota and California for you to safely make statements like that. 


Accidentally picked up a copy of SKIN DIVER and read all 
news of interest, the commercials, and in final effort—Driftwood. 
10,000 comedians out of work and you get paid for your chatter? 
Now come on, dad: no more dives into pools without water 
it's showing “fins.” Have you ever tried writing for Better Barns 
and Yards? Put that in your flippers and flap it! 

Kay Dee—San Diego, Calif. 

By Golly, some of these woman-editors will say ANYTHING 


in order to get a plug for their magazine into print. 


Listen, you four-eyed, bucket-headed, sawed-off little runt—just 
what were you insinuating when you said “Pretty nice”: that 
cartoon my wife drew or my wife? Listen, junior, what business 
is it of yours what my wife looks like in a bathing-suit? If I 
wanted you to know, I'd send you a picture. Make any more passes 
at my wife and I'll come down there and slap you down with a 
cold mackerel. 

D. B. Hales—Corvallis, Oregon 

No intent to embarrass. offend or be “fresh” was meant in my 
observation upon that rather clever drawing your wife sent of 
her own accord—to Driftwood, January issue. Mrs. Hales wrote 
quite informally and I replied in kind. However, if she is humi- 
liated by my observation—then I am happy to offer a very humble 
public apology to her. Anytime you want to race down here in a 
psychotically-jealous rage—I'm easy to find. 

(Publishers Note: Mr. Kohler does wear removable glasses and 
he stands six-foot-one, weighs two-hundred-ten. ) 


At last we know what part you play in the manly (?) sport of 
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skin diving —the coffee brewing. So be it. Let me assure you, giv 
though, that Driftwood shall continue to be tops and in a clas pa 
by itself. Yeh! Only one more thing we would enjoy, to verify a 
our staunch and deeprooted suspicion that you actually look like P 
your runty (but hilarious) cartoon character. In spite of that, keep 
feeding this material to us, boy. (Ugh) 
Gilbert M. Villanueva—Los Angeles. Calif 
Sure. I brew the coffee . . . and drink in the breath-taking dis. f 
play of all those other dolls (beside my gorgeous wife) on the 
beach while the water’s coming to a boil. And are you insinuating K 
that skin diving isn’t a manly sport, Gil? Be careful. Somebody tha 
may threaten you with a cold mackerel. ois 
I am a steady reader of Skin Diver. After reading your p.ge, in tast 
the September °56 issue, I decided to write you a letter. At the y 
end of your column it said to address all cards to Driftwood. same 
old address. I wrote that on my letter. Why hasn't it been in your I 
column? Ted Malley — Cohasset, Mass, J po, 
Did you try writing it on a stamped envelope, too? pict 
DEPARTMENT OF INTERESTING PEOPLE... ” 
Kohler, why don’t you tell those Amarillo Divers to go io Las 
Vegas? It would only take about six months, and—if they’re lucky H 


they might even find some replacements there. | 
L.R.G. — Miami, Florid: 


President: American Soc ty of 'y 

Marriage-Breaking (A. & M.) a 

What am I going to tell those Amarillo wives when they «sk me Ce 
for your name, you cou ard? - 
On the highly controversial subject of whether or not t. take Gler 

the wife diving: First off, let me say my husband insists I go diving = 
wha 


with him at every possible chance. Even with two childrey this 
can be managed by sitters and faithful Grandparents. I knew the § %,' 
reason for my husband’s insistence in my joining him in thi sport § '! 
is because it helps me to understand “the facts of diving”’—an | who dise 
else could he find to tend his equipment while he’s down below lake 
for hours on end. We are loyal subscribers to the Skin Diver and —th 
there is always a big conflab as to who will read it first. W» espe § &T® 
cially enjoy your column and think your comments are clev:r and lead 
humorous. The enclosed picture is my husband and his living 
buddy. Mrs. B. G. Gooding — Cardiff, Calif. l 

Well, guess you Goodings have solved the problem nicely. my 
dam 
prot 
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With respect to the letter printed in Driftwood and signed by | # or 
Berg W. of Rome, N.Y. concerning mouthpiece regulators with only 


one air-line, please be advised I own such a contraption and find DEP. 
the solution seems to be tilting the head slightly with each exhala- In 
tion. Of course, if the diver has a stiff neck—an alternative might whic 
be to attach 50’ of garden-hose to the short exhaust-tube on the — “tes 
regulator and rest assured that the bubbles (with no exception) of h 


will not knock off your mask. Robert L. Livingston a 
West Palm Beach, Florida lif 
All stiff-necked divers in the audience, please note. 


What's all this hog-wash about it being “poor sportsmanship” to § ag ¢h 
go spearfishing while wearing a SCUBA? I think you give the 
little fishies enough of a break by hunting them in their own en Ol 
vironment. Besides, any skin diver knows you can’t get up any ; 
real speed at all while wearing a SCUBA; so the ability to stay ful 
under shouldn't help much. Most guys can’t skin dive below 30 - 
feet anyway—so the Lung seems to be the only logical answer. DEP, 
What do you think? 

Mike W. — Santa Monica, Calif. tidal 

I think I'd like to see you give the fish a real break by hunting |. 


them in YOUR environment. along 
SPINDRIFT ... ; _ 

I'm all for Charles Hili, Jr.’s suggestion for starting a skin re 
diver’s Pen Pal Club. Please include my name and address on § ”"t 
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your Driftwood page as I would like to correspond with other 


divers, too. As for Mrs. Lorraine G. and Betty Lou J.—phooey 
on nagging wives! Do Mr. G. and Mr. J. tag along on “hen 
parties ay 

Robert G. Chandler* 

40414, Dewey Avenue, Washington, Indiana 


*President: National 
Betterment Of Hen-Pecked Skin Divers 


[il sit that question out if you don’t mind, Bob. 
Kohler, I've noticed you steadfastly ignore everybody's request 


that you print a picture of yourself. Is this because you're so ugly 


you don’t want to disillusion us gals who think your page is mighty 


tasty ’ 


Janice Garrity Detroit, Michigan 


Yup 


I think your answers, in the Driftwood column, are the greatest. 


How about one for this query: I have noticed, in films and still- 
pictures. that divers using re-breather units wear nose-clips. Can 
you te!) me why they wear them? 

Felix A. Rodriguez New York City, N.Y 
How do I know you're old enough to be told these things? 


I have just read writer Glenn W.’s letter about shark and bar- 


racuda in the Great Salt Lake. I think Glenn is badly mistaken 
about one point: Great Salt Lake is 26% salt, and shark and 
harraciida cannot live in such a solution. Our main problem in 
Great Salt Lake is devising a protection against the killer whale. 
or “Sodchloridum Grampus” as its known in these parts. Writer 
Glenn's ingenious method of protection was first tried in Great 
Salt Lake against the whale: however, it was soon determined the 
whale not only ate the wooden arm but the rest of the swimmer 
as we!!. This posed a unique problem (That’s putting it mildly. 
isn’t if?) Through much research on the part of this writer, I 
discovered that because of the great buoyant characteristic of the 
lake, the whale finds it necessary to remain surfaced at all times 


—_thus all the swimmer need do is remain underwater. In the 
Great Salt Lake this requires a weight-belt of only 115-pounds of 


lead and, certainly, saves on glue, sandpaper and pink-paint. 
Bill Rokes — Salt Lake City. Utah 
I think both you and Glenn are a little daft. But that’s only 


my unimaginative opinion and in no way allows you to bring a 
damage-suit against the publishers of this gung-ho journal who 
probably believe you anyway. 


This character who wants to know the legal size of a Manta Ray 
must have been born with his head underwater. I thought every- 
hody knew the way to find out if it’s legal or not: Stick about 
three-quarters of your arm down the monster's throat. If it leaves 
marks of any kind—it’s legal size. I think your articles put the 
dash of spice needed in any magazine. 

Askind Iver — Eau Claire Skin Divers, Chippewa Falls, Wis. 

Kind of you to say so; but I think you're slightly confused: the 
original question (God help me for opening the wound again) was 
in regard to a legal LIMIT of Manta Ray—not size. 


Has Jerry N. of Long Beach ever actually come over to the 
Diver office and given you a bad time? I'm dying to know 
this all will come out. You stick to your guns, Kohler. 

Edith Morrison — Portland, Oregon 

Yeah, but he forgot his cold mackerel with which to slap me and 
and had to go back after one. I assume he’s busy trying to catch 
another one. Don’t worry, honey — [!'m STUCK with my guns, like 
u or not. 


DEPARTMENT OF SCATTERED-ORCHIDS ... 

In the article, “Facts and Fiction About Florida Spearfishing” 
which appeared in the December 1956 issue, I noticed the author 
cites California as an example for their cooperation and method 
of handling problems concerning spearfishing. I think it’s high 
time someone gave credit (in a big way) to the work done by the 
California Council of Diving Clubs to achieve this reputation for 
California. At the same time I think it’s also high time someone 
gave due credit to the man who spark-plugged, organized and served 
as the California Council's first president—namely Bill Barada. 

An Appreciative California Skin Diver 


Skin 
how 


Okay, and while everybody's cheering I want to announce that 
no more unsigned letters will find print on this page. | wanna see 
a fully signed name at the bottom of all letters. 


DEPARTING CRY . 

. . and that — as they say in the movies is that. for this 
tidal cycle. Maybe this picture bit everybody keeps harping on 
isn’t a bad idea at all, eh? Well, feel free to send your picture 
along with your letter, if you like; and I may even stun you with 
mine own dazzling likeness in the next issue of this here rolicking 
barge. Don’t stray from your buddy and stay off the rocks. 

rite me. KOHLER 
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DUCK FEET The world’s greatest swim fins. Used by U. S$. Navy Underwater 
Demolition Teams. Made of pure gum rubber —~ they float! Giant type: $12.95. 
Standard type: $8.95. Duck Feet now come in jet black at the same prices! 











send to department 10 for illustrated 
brochure of the complete swimaster line. 


division of 

PACIFIC MOULDED PRODUCTS CO. 
905 East 59th Street 

Los Angeles 1, California 




























For Added Power 





| SKIN DIVERS CHOOSE 


| JET-FIRE 
Power-Head $6.95 


For the big ones, Jet-Fire power 
head provides that added punch 

. Fires 32 caliber blank cart- 
ridge . . . Automatic ejection of 
cartridge case . . . Designed for 
the French Arbalet. 


When Accuracy Counts 
<t —S 
TIGER SHARK 
Spear Gun $3.95 


Accuracy plus simplicity of Tiger 
Shark spear gun give you trouble- 
free performance . . . Powered by 
elastic sling . . . Safe to use. No 
trigger to cause accidental dis- 
charge . . . Complete with spear. 








Write for free brochure 


Diving Corp. of America 
722 S.W. 8th St., Miami, Fla. 



























Aqua Divers 


HAWAII 


skin 


a company, Aqua 


A group of Hawaii's foremost 
divers have formed 
Divers Hawaii, to check out visitors in 
Scuba use in hotel pools, prior to ocean 
diving. 

It’s already a going concern, with 
agreements made with the leading ho- 
tels of Waikiki Beach such as the Prin- 
cess Kaiulani, the Halekulani, the Wai- 
kiki Biltmore, the Royal Hawaiian, Mo- 
ana, Surfrider and the new Hawaiian 
Village Hotel. 

The group is made up of Jack Acker- 
man, who is virtually “Mr. Skin Diver’ 
of the Hawaiian Islands; Mel Carr, who 
has spent several years as a lung in- 
structor for the YMCA, and originator 
Dick Fairservice, as well as other divers 
both male and female. 

The boys extend their activities on 
charter trips to the “neighbor islands” 
and at such spots as Kona, on the big 
island of Hawaii, the Hana-Maui Hotel 
area on the island of Maui and on 
Kauai. 

They'll also arrange diving expedi- 
tions for tourists over the reefs either 
with lungs or free diving. They employ 





EDCO 


The Original 


Foam Neoprene Suit 


Designed by a well-known scientist-skin diver. 
Used by the Navy and by Oceanographers 


all over the world. 


A proven, tested, reliable product. 


Other models — various prices 


Available at your dealers or write 





NGINEERING 
EVELOPMENT 
ORPORATION 


SUITS 
- Every Body! 








Onom 











305 American Trust Company Building 
Berkeley 4, California 











By ROBIN KINKEAD 


a new fiber glass boat with two 35 horse 
outboards for small expeditions. ‘| hey 


use larger boats of the charter typ« for 
larger groups. 





NICE WORK: noted Hawaii 


Jack Ackerman, 
skin diver, checks out a beginner in SCUBA 
diving in the pool of Kaiser's new Hawaiian 


Village Hotel of Waikiki, Honolulu. She is 
Leimomi, a Tahitian dancer featured at the 
Village. Ackerman is one of the four members 
of a new group ‘‘Aqua Divers Hawaii'’ which 
checks out visitors in SCUBA use in Waikiki 
hotel pools. 

Ackerman is also conducting a bust 
ness of gathering a rare type of lace 
coral from depths of 150 feet and more 
off the Kona Coast of the big island of 
Hawaii. These are to sell through curio 
shops both in Hawaii and on the maint 
land. 

Pan American Airways, which has skin 
diving enthusiasts in its ranks, is play- 
ing up this new lung diving service as 
well as skin diving in general as added 
attractions for visits to Hawaii. 
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AG-X 
etachable- 


head... 


At last—a detachable 
head that will pene- 
trate, detach, and 
hold. Scientifically- 
designed blade of 
rust-proof tem- 
pered beryllium- 
copper to 
doubly insure 
toughness 
and deep 
penetration. 


3 95 


LIST 



















The AG-X is sup- } 

plied with a two- 
way adapter. Fits 
all French and 
Italian Guns. Order 
yours today. 


Dealer & Jobber inquiries invited. 


Write for Aqua-Gun catalogue of 
superior underwater products. 














‘ 
COMPANY 


ROADWAY 
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Chowder on the Beach fun and 


By ALAN WHITE 


When two California clubs, long-time 
neighbors and friends, get together for 
a day of diving and an afternoon chow- 
der-feast, there’s bound to be a good 
time for all concerned. So went a recent 
non-competitive meet between the Long 
Beach Neptunes and the Newport Har- 
bor Sub-Mariners. The National Champs 
were guests of the Sub-Mariners at Sec- 
ond Beach, Corona Del Mar. Chef Ron 
Merker presided over the highly de 
lectable cooked in a_ giant 
cauldron over an open fire. The broth 
boasted of lobster, 
cabazone and perch, all freshly taken by 


chowder, 


abalone, octopus, 





Ron Merker ladels out chowder to the hungry 
divers. 


the divers earlier in the day. Other Sub- 
Mariners present included John Burkett, 
Mary Kay Titus, Fay Feilds and Bob 
Barbre. Among the Neptunes were Dave 
rottles, Henry del Giudice, and Doctors 
Nelson Mathison and Bob Washbon. 
All hands agreed, “Let’s do this more 
often!” >a. 


An average sea hare was observed to 
lay 486 million eggs in four months. 
Though each of these large slug-like 
animals is both male and female, one 
cannot fertilize its own eggs. From “Sea- 
farer”’. 





profit in 
skin diving 


Professional skin diver John Tassos invites 
you to read his fascinating new “how-to” 
book free! It gives you complete, step-by- 
step guidance for making money and ad- 
venturing in 


The Underwater World 


You'll explore sunken wrecks 
to bronco-bust a nurse shark 
Observe the deadly moray 
eel. Swim among schools of 


Learn how 





























fantastically - colored 
fish. See how 
to collect valu 


able shells 
see where the de 

licious Florida lob 
ster congregates. And 
learn tips on clear 
ing your water-filled 
air hose, prevent deadly 
“face squeeze,’ discov- 
er the world’s greatest 

concentration of sunken 
treasure. And that's 
just the beginning of the 
excitement and opportunity 
waiting for you in “The 
Underwater World It's 
the BIG book on skin div- 

ing . . . 242 pages studded 
with 64 dramatic photographs 
...a detailed tour of the fron- 
tier that’s waiting for pioneers! 


SAMPLE CONTENTS 


Basic Equipment: masks, fins, snorkels, knives, 
lungs, gauges, wet and dry suits, undersea bicy- 
cles, etc. SPEARFISHING: spring and rubber-pow- 
ered guns, how to use Hawaiian sling, power 
heads, habits of barracudas, eels, groupers, oc- 
topus, sharks, abalone, rays, etc. PHOTOGRA- 
PHY: tips, underwater cameras, prices, how to 
sell photos, best housings, accessories, films, etc. 
SUNKEN TREASURE . . . COLD WATER & FRESH 
WATER DIVING . . . PEARLING . . . FISH COL- 

LECTING DIVING TECHNIQUES 
Bl. CluBs |... FISH WATCHING... 
at U.S. NAVY DECOMPRESSION TABLES... 

CORAL FORMATION... & much more. 
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ian SEND NO 
- MONEY 
Mail Now 

We'll give you 10 full days to read The 


Underwater World. By that time you'll either 
agree that it is the most complete, the most 
fascinating book on skin diving ever published 

. Or you can send it back and owe not 
a cent. So mail coupon now to be sure of 
your copy. Once this book is offered to the 
general public it will go fast. 


pay postage. Same return privilege; refund 


guaranteed. 


1 % 
1 Prentice-Hall, Inc., Dept. 5848-D1 : 
1 Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey i 
1 Send me a copy of THE UNDERWATER 1 
' WORLD—Complete Book of Skin Diving. If ! 
! not delighted in 10 days I'll return book and ! 
; owe nothing. Otherwise, I'll remit $1.95 ! 
' (plus small postage) and then $1 a month ! 
i for three months in full payment. : 
: Name ' 
! ' 
! Address ' 
! 1 
1 City Zone . State 1 
: SAVE! Send $4.95 with coupon and we - 
! ' 
' 1 
* ‘ 
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SERVICE Poticy 
ie) 


LEAKPROOF !! 


FITS ALL SCUBA* 


R-MAC 
~ SAFEDIVE 
"BUCKLES 


4 


NOW 


no.l(1-1%) 
no.2 (2-22) 


$65 





“SPECIFY TYPE VALVE ond REGULATOR onORDER 


pate | ma pale [a | udullried. 


1453 REVERE AVENUE 





HAYWARD CALIFORNIA 





Open Tournament 

And Southeastern 
Championship to be Held 
In June... 


Mrs. Marie C. Dessell, Chairman, Un 
derwater Spearfishing, Southeastern Dis- 
trict A.A.U., has South- 


eastern District will hold its first Cham- 


announced the 


pionship and A.A.U. 
June. 
announced in the 


Open Tournament 
dates and 


\pril 


sometime this Exact 
location to be 


issue of Skin 
The A.A.U. 


Diver. 


Championship will be 


opened to A.A.U. Clubs in the States 
of Tennessee, Alabama, and that part 
of Florida west of Panama City. ‘The 
Open ‘Tournament is for any A.A.U. 


Mrs. Dessell 
Southeast- 


club throughout the Nation. 
asks that 
ern District planning to participate in 


all clubs within the 


the Championship, contact her immedi 
ately at 602 Rue Max, Warrington, Fla. 
or phone HEmlock 3-6321. 





LEARN 
Commercial Deep Sea Diving 
The only Diving Training School, 
available to civilians in U.S. A spe- 
cialized field. 13 weeks course, ex- 
ceptional earnings. Write for infor- 
mation: AL MIKALOW, Director 

pe: COASTAL SCHOOL OF DIVING 
8111 McArthur Bivd. Oakland, Calif. 














PULLS bh 


BOUND VOLUMES 


of 


1956 


SKIN DIVER 


Magazine 
Now Available 
Volume V 
$8.00 
Volume V (all of the 1956 


issues) will be bound in the 
same library canvas covering = 
as previous years. 


Send check or money order to: 


“Bound Volume” 


Skin Diver Magazine 
P. O. Box 128 
ee . meena 


<JUUGUUOUOOUOUUOEAEADAOOUOADONDEGLEGUDAGEUEUUEUAOOAUCAEOAEOHROOAUOaUOAUoONauOKOCuOAeCdsdaioadaueNe 
PU 


Georgia State 


Skin Divers Assoc. 
By GENE D. VEZZANI 


During the past year we of the Geor. 
gia State Skin Diving 
traveling throughout 
giving lectures, 


Association | ave 
been Geo: gia, 
showing films and « em. 
of Scuba. Thus two 
new officials clubs (Rome and Alb :ny) 
will come within our jurisdiction. Jur 
many trips to Florida, the Bahamas ind 
California only 
so far as the sport of skin diving and 
spearfishing are concerned but thes: ex 
taken us from the r alm 


onstrating the use 


were not success{t. in 


cursions have 
of the neophyte to a better unders: ind 
ing of ourselves and our physical imi 
tations in relation to our sport, 


held one 
with 


We have 
fishing 
have opened the way for a 
program of general public Scuba ins ruc 


COMpeLiLIVe sy) cal 


meet minor success. We 


state ide 


tion in cooperation with the Y.M.(.A., 
\.A.U., Red Cross and Boy Scouts. We 
have assisted the police in the recc ery 
of drowning victims and gained ex» eri- 
ence in dam repair, conservation survey 
and the varied types of salvage wor, to 
a salvage bid on the recently sunken 
ship, Andrea Doria. 
Our ranks have been thinned of the 
“Know it Alls’, to 
ization of devoted followers of this sport. 
Many of the wolf 


r later would have 


a Closely knit organ- 


lone amateurs who 
sooner Oo made that 


one fatal mistake have joined with us 


in promoting a safe and happy sport. 
We sincerely feel that without the efforts 
of the Skin Diver Magazine and people 
like Serge A. Birn, R. E. Norman 
Schiff, Harold Aycock and many others 
of the Amateur Athletic 
fishing as a sport might have gone down 
the drain during the past year. We, in 
\.A.U., will hold 
our First Annual Winter Competitive 
Skin Diving (spearfishing) Meet at l’an- 
City, Florida March. 
open to all qualified A.A.U. 
in the United States, For 
mation contact this Association at 212 
Forsyth Bldg., Atlanta, Georgia. 


Davis, 


Union, spear 


cooperation with the 


ama this This is 


mem bers 


further infor 





TANKS 


250 cu. ft.—2265 P.S.1. 
Complete with valve—$69.50 Eo. F.O.B. 
Ingersoll Rand Compressor—$195.00 


AQUA SPORT DIVERS 


16015 E. 8 Mile Road., East Detroit, Mich 
Almost everything for the Skin Diver 








—— 
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Empire State... . 


UNDERWATER COUNCIL 


By CHARLES D. DUNN 


Th: December meeting of our council 
got of to a good start thanks to Mr. 
Paul ‘‘herney. Mr. Cherney was on hand 
to show us a film on underwater pho- 
togra hy that was most educational and 
enter’ iining. 

Pleas are well underway for our coun- 
cil Both at the annual National Sport 
and .acation Show to be held at the 
New York Coliseum in February. We 
are holding a raffle to bolster the coun- 
cil’s treasury and the drawing will take 
place at the Show. We hope to promote 
a “Skin Divers Day” for the show but 
this 1s still in the formative stage. 


We are working for more cooperation 


amon 
with 


can 


At p 


the 


state and local divers councils, 
he hope that eventually our sport 
e organized on a National basis. 
esent we are in close contact with 


Connecticut Council and expect to 


hear soon from other groups. 


I 


our 


wo more clubs‘have been added to 
nembership roster, The Duchess 


Divers from Duchess County and the 
Long Island Tide Riders. We are also 
glad to report that two more diving 
clubs have been accepted as members 
of the Sportsmen’s Council of New York 
State. We like all 
clubs to join the Sportsmen’s Council 
in order to assure favorable legislation 


would our member 


in connection with the striped bass bill. 


Several fine emblems have been pre 
sented to the council for consideration 
but choice of an emblem has been post 
poned until every one who wishes to 
submit an idea has been heard from. 
However we can report that an emblem 
will be chosen in time for the Sport and 
Vacation show and will appear on our 


booth. 


Mr. Dave 
Iverson, who is a lawyer is presently 


A member of our council, 
working on a report concerning the con- 
servation laws and their relationship to 
skin and scuba diving. We hope to be 
able to report on this study soon. >=» 








Penguin 
Suttle 


AMERICA'S FINEST.. . 






PW-2 
$49.50 


The original 

and exclusive 

pocket entry 
dry suit. 


P-1 
$49.50 


Send for free brochure—At your dealers, 
or inquire direct— 


Penguin, Tue. 
6162 Atlantic Ave Long Beach, Calif. 
GArfield 2-2612 








A RICHARD'S EXCLUSIVE! 










a 





larch, 1957 
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uz AQUALUNG CENTER 


OF THE EAST COAST! 
NEW! MIGNON SPEAR GUN 


Anodized Aluminum Exclusive Italian Import 


es 


SAFEST! 
MORE ACCURATE! SILENT! 
EASY TO HANDLE! GREATER POWER! 


Here is the sensational MIGNON—the only internal rubber-powered gun of its type 
in the entire underwater sports field. Years of scientific research have been devoted 
to developing this masterful gun. It's the easiest type to load—and in a variety of 
ways. The MIGNON is silent! It has greater power; it can be aimed at eye level. No 
danger of injury! It's more elastic; has less loading friction and less friction in action; 
needs no lubrication; indifferent to sand, and the elastic can be simply and quickly 
replaced without tools! Safety catch! Highly maneuverable in rocks and jetties. 


















Standard Model—34” Reg. $19.95 Now! $15.95 ppd. 
Same power as Standard Arbalete 
Deluxe Model—46” Reg. $29.95 Nowl $18.95 ppd. 


Same power as Deluxe Arbalete 
Canvas Carrying Case—$3.95 ppd. 


Send 25¢ to include your name on 
cour Permanent Club list. You receive 
periodically, FREE, all latest French, 
English, Italian and domestic cata- 
logs that include cameras, masks, 
fins, snerkels, etc. and our monthly 
soecials. 


Extra 1 pce Elastic—$2.95 ppd. 


Richard's tests and checks all 
equipment under actual oceanic 
conditions. One Year Guarantee. 
We cre the ONLY AUTHORIZED 
Aqualung repair depot in the 
country. 

All items shipped postpaid. 





PURGING TUBE KIT 


Here's a must for 






all dry suit own- 
ers, designed by 
Richards for the 
development of 
skin diving! At- 
tach Purging Tube 
to chest and ex 
hale all air from 
suit before diving 
—presets creases, 
eliminates extra 
weights and pre- 
tests leaks. Suit 
can also be in- 
flated in water 
for buoyancy as 


life preserver. 


Can where 
else! Only at Richard's! 


be bought no $295 
Complete Kit 

THE PURGING TUBE IS NOW BUILT-IN ON ALL 

RICHARD’S DRY SUITS—AT NO EXTRA CHARGE 


CYCLOPS MASK 


For the near sighted. Round shat- 
terproof lens, curved outward. 
When worn underwater, water 
takes shape of outside of face 
_ and forms a corrective lens. 
f user’s prescription is preceded 
by minus (—) and if it’s —1.75 
or more, lens will afford a correc- 
tion. 


Only 


$595 


AIR STATION OPEN ‘TIL 10 P.M. DAILY . 


RICHARDS AQUALUNG CENTER 


NEW YORK 34, N. Y. 


Counselors and outfitters for world-wide underseas expediticns. 








233 WEST 42nd STREET, 
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CLUB REPORTS are submitted bi-monthly by club publicity representative, one typewritten page, sho 
double spaced, 100 words per report. NEW CLUBS should file their official name and address 
with “Skin Diver,"’ they will then receive a schedule of the months their report will be published his 
in this section of the magazine and be placed on the Club Roster. A sample constitution and k 
by-laws furnished upon request. It | 


SKIN DIVER is collecting club emblems or patches from underwater organizations around the country, please send yours soon if we have not re- 
ceived it already. We would also like to receive a marine specimen, stuffed, dried, painted, shells, etc., from each club. These specimens will be 
placed on display in our office. arat 








Hartford, Conn. .. . rels. 
UNDERWATER SEA DEVILS 
By Ronnie Gann § ye 


It was a Merry Christmas for the members 
of the Sea Devils. A party held at one of Ed. 
the local restaurants, gave the wives and gal- 


friends a good chance to meet each other 
and exchange ideas on how to prevent the 
boys from going skin diving this season. 
Needless to say, ain’t nothin’ gonna work! 
There was entertainment by the “club clown” 

. (every group has one, so they tel! me) 
topped off with a fine steak dinner. 

The use of the Hartford YMCA has boost- 
ed intra-club competition greatly. Once per 
month, the “Y” becomes the sight of under- 
water relay races, SCUBA changing contests, 
and practical joker games like “who turned \ 
off my air supply *%#&*” 

Next week a few of the braver set, will 
pack their cans of Sterno, grab some kindling 











wood, put on their long undies . . . and ob 
yes, drag our diving gear in the car, and 
head for the open sea . . . I've got a feel- 
ing we'll be home before noon though, 
brrrr. >=» Ra 
on 
<a Te 
We have... n 
bd/ Quiet! Copying class is now in session! They 
: " are all doing their best — but, well you see... D Uj C k E * + T 
It’s like this . . . Copy artists make diving suits that look like the Bel-Aqua; maybe 
feel like the Bel-Aqua; yet aren't like the Bel-Aqua . . . Why? Because only Bel- - 
Aqua uses some stuff calied Ply-A-Bel; the only product of its kind; combines the Giants . 
best high quality rubber with an outside green coating of some unbelievably tough $12.95 


material, bonded together in one piece. Ply-A-Bel, stuff that makes a suit stand 
sunshine, salt water and rough wear for a longer time than ever before possible. 
But don’t believe us! Talk to the man that Wears one... Where?... At your sport- 
ing goods dealer...the one and only Bei-Aqua diving suit; most popular everywhere! 


St 





Regular 
$8.95 


BEL-AQUA WATER SPORTS COMPANY ee. lng 


DIVE N’ SURF, INC. 
3720 W. 54TH ST. LOS ANGELES 43, CALIFORNIA 223 Hermosa Ave., Redondo Beach, Cclif. 
FRontier 9-1473 
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Editorial (Continued from page 4) 


and fee! that we are much better prepared to meet any future situations such as the one at 
Bird Rock. It is also very comforting in diving to know that your buddies know just what to 
do in an emergency. We do not, however, believe that we have the best rescue program possible 
and welcome the opportunity to exchange information with interested groups or individuals. 

At this writing we have no suggestions except keep up the good work, SKIN DIVER. The 
more groups we have training for rescue work the better. A weighted dummy at 20 feet sounds 
fine. SKIN DIVER RESCUE AND RECOVERY seems quite appropriate and three man 


teams are ideal from our experience. 


Lexing‘on, Kentucky .. . 
‘MERMEN OF KENTUCKY” 
By Estill Lyons 


Every time one of our members went spear- 
fishing. he would have, in his opinion, the 
wrong gun. If he had his large “Hammer- 
head” gun he would see small fish, hesitate 
shooting, because it involved quite an effort 
to reload. Invariably if he shot the small 
fish, he would see a large one. If he used 


his sn.all gun, the opposite was true. 

He therefore, devised a repeating speargun. 
It has proven very effective, easy to operate, 
and e.sy to make. It is made by boring a 
3/16 inch hole, horizontally, at front and 
rear of two spear guns. Inserting a 8 inch, 
threaded stove bolt, and keeping the guns sep- 
arated, about 5 inches, by having a nut and 
lock washer on each side of both gun bar- 
rels. Two small guns can be so attached, or 
a large and a small one will work together. 

(This is something everyone will want to 
se. Mr. Lyons, how about a photograph or 
illustration of this dual-dual-purpose machine. 
Ed.) = 


Harold F. Riley 
Pres. TELE-FINS Skin Diving Club 
5579 Hamil Ave., San Diego 20, Calif. 


Glenwood Landing, New York 
LONG ISLAND SKIN DIVERS 
By Alfred Edler Sec. 

This organization, although three years old, 
celebrated its first anniversary as an incor- 
porated club in January. A club dance was 
held January 19 to commemorate this oc- 
casion along with trophy presentations and 
ceremonies for the outgoing and incoming 
officers and committees. 

Through-out the ‘56 season, from spring 
to fall, our members have been actively div- 
ing the waters of Long Island. Meetings and 
beach outings organized by the Planning 
Committee were held at Mattatuck, Bayville 
and Montauk. The outing held at Mattatuck 
on August 19 was the most successful beach 
affair of the year being attended by almost 
a hundred persons. 

Each regular monthly meeting the Trophy 
Committee awards to a member a trophy for 
spearing the largest fish of that month. 
These awards have induced a high competi- 
tive spirit among the members with each 
member hoping his catch will be the next 
months trophy winner. >» 








The case 
you can’t dismiss 





SEAHAWK 


HIGH-QUALITY, LOW-PRICED 
UNDERWATER CAMERA CASES 


MARK Il for Argus C-3 $59.95 
MARK Ill for Argus C-4 $69.95 


MARK Ill for the Leica 


$89.95 
Check These Features 


Anodized to resist corrosion 


Outside controls for film wind & lock, 
shutter release & cock. 


® Precision designed & machined 


Bo 


Port that accepts flash adapter. 


Tested & guaranteed to 150 feet 
WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE 


SEAHAWK PRODUCTS 
x 1157, Dept. 2, Coral Gables, Fla. 








eon Andrea Doria. 
Team. Pres. “‘Universal Diving Consultants.” 
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Los Angeles County Lifeguard Diving 
Shown hand- 
ing camera to Gordan Tyner of L. A. County Diving Team. 


The ICE BREAKER DRY 


SUIT is now available 





223 Hermosa Ave. 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 
FR. 9-1473 


Ramsey Parks—wunderwater photographer for LIFE magazine 


Still acclaimed the finest exposure suits. Still backed by a 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 
All suits tailored to the individual customer. 


Free samples, details and price lists on all new suits available 


by writing to the Redondo location 


) 


731 Pearl St. 
La Jolla, Calif. 
GL. 4-0544 


THE SKIN DIVER REGULAR 
THE SCUBA DIVER HEAVY DUTY 
THE PROFESSIONAL DOUBLE DUTY 


All suits finished 
Now at a new LOW PRICE. . . so low 
that the prices can’t be printed 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 
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SAN DIEGO 
DIVERS SUPPLY, INC. 


DUCK FEET 


are available again 
in black and gum 
rubber. 
ready to deliver... 


"2." 


Wet Suit 
Kits from 


$19.95 


Certified Air—Air service cards available, $12.50 
worth of pure air for only $10.00. All bottles 
water cooled. 


Mail order 


4042 Midway Drive 
San Diego 10, Calif., ACademy 2-7021 


(across from Midway Drive In) 











Deluxe Johnson Aqua Sled ..$ 89.00 
Northill Air-Lung . 160.00 
Eight-pound weight belt 8.95 
U.S. Gauge Compass 12.50 
Neoprene Wet Suit Kit 29.95 
Res-Q-Pak Life Preserver 2.98 
Fenjohn Diving Vest 25.00 
Deluxe Johnson Air Filter. 59.95 
Activated Carbon (1 Ib.) 1.95 
Activated Alumina (1 Ib.) ..... ‘ 99 
Deluxe Johnson Moisture Separator 

(70 cu. ft.) 109.95 


Shipped Post Paid in U.S.A. 
Free brochure sent on request 


(DEALERS INQUIRIES INVITED) 


ST. CLAIR DIVERS COMPANY 


Dept. SD-102 


24400 E. JEFFERSON AVE. 
ST. CLAIR SHORES, MICHIGAN 


PR. 7-9852 
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Mishawaka, Indiana... 
SUB SURFACE SIRS 
By Robert Sullivan 


We meet twice a month in the winter and 
are fifteen members strong. We are active at 
most of the lakes close by—Southern Michi- 
gan and Northern Indiana. Last summer we 
dived in Lake Michigan some but since the 
“Snows” have come our diving has gone in- 
side at the Y.M.C.A. and Natatorium. Next 
summer we hope to be far more active than 
we were last year. The Club has a boat and 
motor which we found and raised from Chap- 
man Lake. 

One of our members, Joe Schramm, just re- 
turned from a trip to Florida. He had the 
pleasure of diving in the Ocean with the Bar- 
telt brothers, and was quite enthused about 
the visibility and beauty compared with the 
water around here. Joe said he found some 
lobster and had a wonderful time in general. 
Florida, here we come. >» 


Brooklyn, New York .. . 
REEF WRECKERS 
By Michael Bard 
A combination of snow, wind and muddy 
water has all but eliminated the activities of 
the Reef Wreckers this past month. Several of 
the club members are busily trying to acquire 
the use of a swimming pool for the less 
courageous members. Can anyone help us? 
For several months since we were first organ- 
ized into an active club we have read of the 
help rendered by other diving clubs to Civil 
Defense and the Police Department. We of 
the Reef Wreckers would like to do our share 
and we would appreciate any advice on how 
to go about contacting these agencies from 
some of the more experienced clubs. At the 
present time three of the club members are 
working on an underwater torpedo. They are 
planning to utilize a surplus wing-tank for the 
body and a starter-motor for a powerplant. If 
any of you other divers have worked on a 
similar project would appreciate hearing any 
suggestions or comments you care to make. 
The Reef Wreckers would like to join the 
East Coast Underwater Spearfishing Associ- 
ation, but we don’t have their address. Those 
interested in joining the Reef Wreckers (and 
those wishing to correspond with us) can 
reach us by writing to Reef Wreckers c/o 
Michael Bard, 50 Kenilworth Place, Brooklyn 
10, N. Y., or by phoning ULster 9-2429. >» 


Portland, Oregon. . . 
OREGON SKIN DIVERS 
By Alan Beale 


In the December meeting of the Oregon 
Skin Divers, plans were made to organize a 
diving day to be held once a month. The day 
for these dives is to be the Sunday following 
the monthly meeting. Our first dive was held 
at Seaside, Oregon, on the sixth of January. 
These dives aren’t dives only but also just 
plain swimming. In addition to these monthly 
trips, the club is now holding a weekly swim 
held every Tuesday night in a public pool in 
town. 

There have been several trips made to the 
Puget Sound in the past few months. I made 
a trip up there in November and got some 
pretty good pictures. Roy Brixey, Vice-Presi- 
dent of this club, on his last trip up there, 
speared a 71% pound skate without the aid 
of a lung. He, along with the rest of us in the 
club, are very proud of this catch. 

The Oregon Council of Diving Clubs, of 
which this club is represented, held a swim 
New Year’s Day on the Willidmette River. 
About 15 fellows turned out for this 3 mile 
swim, and from all reports, it was quite re- 
freshing. >» 











Wollman-Schmidt 








Model 35A 
undersea camera housing 


For the Ansco Memar...... $99.50 


The Model 35A is also made for most 


other 35mm cameras. 
Write for complete information. 


WOLLMAN - SCHMIDT 
Undersea Camera & Equipmen:, in. 
352 - 7th Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 








— 





ENTER NOW 


“THE MISS SKIN 
DIVER CONTEST" 


FIRST PRIZE 
A Trip to La Paz, Mexico 


SECOND PRIZE 


Custom Made %4” Wet Suit 
And Numerous Other Prizes 


THIS CONTEST IS SPONSORED BY 
MEL'S AQUA SHOP 
RIVIERA VILLAGE 
1911 SO. CATALINA 
REDONDO BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
CONTACT FOR FREE ENTRY BLANK 
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Coral Gables, Fla... . 
DEEP SEA WANDERERS (Miami Chapter) 
By Bob Bourgault 


“Wanderers” were organized several 
years ago on board the U.S.S. Cayuga County 
and continue to flourish under the current 
President Roland von Hentig. Several mem- 
bers have been discharged at the termination 
of their respective enlistments, and it is a 
small group of these that have reassembled 
to form the nucleus of a new chapter here 
in Miami. 

Three of these live on board the thirty-five 


The 


foot ;ower boat “Vagabond’s Dream”, and 
attend the university studying various marine 
scienc Anyone with similar or related in- 
terest: is a welcome visitor, and subject mat- 
ter fr »m sunken wrecks to biological studies 
of ti sea are discussed with equal en- 
thusiasm. The local diving conditions are 


comp:rable to some of the finest we'd locat- 
ed in our plankton-like wanderings through- 
out t! e Pacific, though we do miss the forests 
of ke'> so abundant off the coasts of Mexico 
and ‘ alifornia. As always, we are primarily 
concerned with marine research and photog- 
raphy. and our excursions to the reef are 
plann:d and carried out with this in mind. -s 


Stonciam, Mass... . 
BAY STATE AQUA CLUB 
By Gerald Comeau 


Th month of April being our election 
mont!, most of the activities now are pre- 
parine for said elections. 

We are also preparing an extensive adver- 


of our club’s Training Pro- 
Any fellows between the 


lising campaign 
gram for Beginners. 


ages of 17 and 30 who have a deep affection 
for the sport, and would like to get in on 
this program, please contact me at: 6 Minot 
Street. Stoneham 80, Mass. for more infor- 
mation. 

Due to the resignation of our Business Rep- 
resentative, Mr. John Silva has been named 
by the club President as his replacement. Mr. 
Silva will serve the unexpired time of the 
previous Business Representative. 

With only a hand full of the members 


possessing rubber suits, the club does not hold 


| diving meets in the winter on a scheduled 
basis. This however may be different next 
year, >a» 


Chicago, Illinois . . . 
CHICAGO SEAHORSES 
By Ted Parejko 
The Chicago Seahorses have made their 
first dive in Lake Michigan, this first day of 
January with the year only ten hours young. 
Not quite a nice day, although the sun did 
shine, the water was full of ice, outside tem- 
perature 8 degrees above zero, the wind from 
the northwest at 15 miles per hour. 

The members were fully clothed . . . with 
wo pair of long winter underwear and two 
piece dry suits. The diving members were 
Bill Montello, President of the Chicago Sea- 
horses, John Williams, Treasurer and Ted 
Parejko, Secretary. 

We were protected from the cold water but 
that 8 degree outside temp. Brrr rrr. It 
was better in the water, but we effortlessly 
lied in vain to keep the ice from freezing 
on our face masks which kept our visibility 
very hazy. 

Below the surface was almost as bad as 
above the surface because visibility was about 
me foot. The three divers descended to a 
tepth of about 15 feet for about 15 minutes 
which seemed longer because of the poor 
isibility. Our lungs worked fine even though 
ifter surfacing all exposed equipment imme- 
diately became a coating of ice. 

We are proud of the fact that we are the 
frst Club to dive this year in the Great Lakes 
Region. >=» 
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First Choice 
of Skindivers 
the 
World Over 


* 
(inelius PORTABLE mien PRESSURE AIR COMPRESSORS 


Mike Wilson, of the Clarke-Wilson Expeditions, is shown here using his Cornelius 
Portable Air Compressor on the island of Ceylon in the Indian Ocean. This scene 
with variations in local color is being repeated daily—everywher« 





Cornelius tots 130R1411 
2 CFM, 3000 P: 

2.5 H. P., 4 Cycle Gasoline Engine 
Weight 81 Ibs. 


Skindivers, explorers, scientists and naval 

forces throughout the world depend upon 

Cornelius Compressors for their compressed 

air supply because of: 

(1) Dependable, efficient performance. 

(2) Ease of operation and transportation. 

(3) “Country fresh” pure air. 

(4) Interchangeable gasoline or electric 
power units. 

See your sporting goods or marine dealer or 

write for free catalog. 


THE (onelius COMPANY 


550 - 39TH AVENUE N.E. 
MINNEAPOLIS 21, MINNESOTA 























HiaDivers- 


444444 ond PROFESSIONAL 


Name 
Address 


City 
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COMPLETE KIT 


With Hood and Boots 


JUST $24.95 1901 Pacific Coast 


LOOK! 


444444 BEFORE A VALUE LIKE THIS ONE 


WET SUIT KIT—Complete with all materials and 
instructions to make an insulated foam neoprene 


full suit with hood and seven zippers. Reinforced 
seams. Custom-made to you. Fast on and off. 
Tough and durable. Dries in minutes. Choice of 


half jacket zipper or full jacket zipper as illustrat- 
ed. Order yours today or send for rubber sample. 
Fill in information below and at right and add any 
additional measurements desired, also send check 
or money order for $24.95 to Seal Life, Box 245, 
San Pedro, Calif. 


ann Sn dame 





New 10 Ib. underwater weight belt featuring a 
two inch webbing with the Mar-Mac quick release 
buckle. Price $7.95. 


(Sorry, No C.O.D.) 


Lomita, Calif. 
DA. 6-6663 


Hwy. 
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DUCK FEET ARE BACK!! 


and we've got ‘em 


Giants 
$12.95 







Regular 
$8.95 


Giants and regulars—All foot sizes. Giants 
now available for the first time in black 
Mail orders promptly filled. State shoe size 
We pay postage. No C.O.D. orders. Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed. ORDER NOW 


UNDERWATER SPORT SHOP 


5914 E. 2nd St. Long Beach 3, Calif. 














Flint, Mich. .. . 
CUADRO PESCADORES 
By Ted B. Nixon, Jr. 


A good time was had by all at our club 
New Years Eve party. Refreshments were 
plentiful and the buffet lunch, which included 
pheasant shot by Earl Hunt our Vice-Presi- 
dent and prepared by 
Bette Nixon, was excel- 
lent. One thing was 
discovered, the tradi- 
tional kiss at midnight 
is much better without 
diving masks. 

Outdoor diving has 
slowed down consider- 
ably since the onset of 
cold weather for all but 
the more hardy of our 
members and also the 
ones lucky enough to have dry suits. Bill 
Armitage claims the honor of being the first 
member to dive through the ice. He dived 
in Cowden Lake on Dec. 29, 1956. 

We now have two life saving classes and 
can report good attendance at both. We are 
also planning a Scuba training program in 
conjunction with the Flint Skin Divers 
club. >» 























NEW... UNDERWATER 


METAL LOCATOR 


SALVAGE TREASURE, SUNKEN VESSE&LS, 
CABLES, OUTBOARD MOTORS ... 


Locator pinpoints ferrous and non- 
magnetic metals in fresh or salt 
Easy-to-read ““MEMETER"” 


Pres- 


water 
supersensitive amplifier. 
surized to depths up to 160 
feet, weighs only 11 Ibs 
submerged. $545 net 
F.O.B. New York in- 
cluding batteries 


Brochures mailed on request 
Representatives in Principal Seaports 


Immediate delivery. 


BLUDWORTH MARINE 


Division of KEARFOTT COMPANY INC. 
1500 Main Avenue, Clifton, N.J. 









UML 20 





OTHER UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT 

@ NEW UNDERWATER TV CAMERA 
UTH 4 

@ UPD-3 “POWER DIVER” 

Also Precision-Built 

Radio Direction Finders * Depthom- 

eters * Radio Telephones * Radar 
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THERMOPRENE WET SUITS AND KITS 


$49 


Suits from 





by 
SEA-NYMPH 


@ Made of thick, warm, THERMOPRENE 

@ One or two piece with full zippers and hood 
@ Custom cut to your size or stock sizes 

@ Zippers pre-installed in kits 

@ All seams bevel cut for easy assembly 


$245 


Kits from 


SEA-NYMPH MANUFACTURING CO. 


10771 Leffingwell Rd. 
Phone UNiversity 3-3559 


Norwalk, Calif. 














Dallas, Texas ... 
DALLAS DIVERS, INC. 
By Willis | ogan 

The Dallas Divers were guests of the Ark. 
La-Tex Divers of Shreveport at their first an. 
nual “Alligator Gar Rodeo” December 9th 
at Bistineau Bayou. Most divers arrived the 
night before the dive and a social gathering 
was held to select teams and discuss the dive. 

The dive started at 8:00 the next m« ning, 
The three man teams spread out over the en- 
tire bayou using two boats each. Th sky 
was overcast but the beautiful unde; water 
scenery and clear water made up the iffer- 
ence. 

The gar were dormant this time of year 
and were easy to spot. Some of the livers 
experienced suit troubles and were forced out 
of the contest. Closing time was 2:30 p.m. 
and the weighing in took place a:ound 
3:00 p.m. 

The Dallas club had one member ©» the 
winning team, Brad Boyar. The othe: two 
members were Dan Milner and Bob F. rr of 
the Ark-La-Tex club. They won “win, place 
and show” with the largest fish of 35 pc unds, 
the most number of 22 fish and the highest 
total poundage of fish, 196 pounds. 

The total score for all the divers was 556 
pounds of gar, around 63 fish. The Lousiana 
Fish and Game Commission was in «'tend- 
ance and said good riddance to the game fish 
killers. Prizes were then presented and «very- 
one left much happier as the meet was suc- 
cessful in every respect. Thanks to the Ark- 
La-Tex Divers for a real good time. 


Long Beach, Calif... . 

LONG BEACH DOUGLAS TRIDENTS 

Howard C. Patton, top competing member 
of the Long Beach Douglas Tridents, received 
the Helms Award as “National Under water 
Spearfishing Athlete of The Year for |956”" 
in year-end ceremonies held at the Moulin 
Rouge in Hollywood. 

His record for last year was one third, 
two second and three first-places in under- 
water spearfishing competition conducted at 
club, inter-club, regional and Pacific Coast 
championship levels. 

The Athlete of The Year Committee of the 
International Underwater Spearfishing Asso- 
ciation was unanimous in its selection of Pat- 
ton for the award. 

At the awards dinner the Long Beach 
Douglas Tridents competition team of Pat- 
ton, John P. Gaffney and William A. Tym- 
chak, also claimed two trophies: the S.P.A- 
A.A.U. first-place team trophy for 1956, with 
each member receiving a Helms first-place 
medallion; and the Pacific Coast Champion- 
ship second-place trophy, with A.A.U. second- 
place medallions for each member. 

Comprised of skin diving enthusiasts from 
the Long Beach division of Douglas Aircraft 
Company, the club takes a very active pat 
in spearfishing and club competition in 
Southern California. 

The Tridents are also the Inter-America 
Underwater Spearfishing champions and pres 
ent holders of the Cuauhtemoc Perpetual 
Trophy which they won in that event a 
Guaymas, Mexico, in 1955. Competing team 
in that event was Gaffney, Patton and Mé 
Clark, president of the club in 1956. > 


SS$SHSSHSFSFSSSHSFSFSFSSSSSS 


Save at Satness Frogman Supplies 
Chicago’s Best Known Diver-Dealer! 
WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR 
SKIN-DIVING—LUNG-DIVING—DIV ING 
3722 N. CICERO AVE. (OPEN EVES.) 


SSFSSHFSSHFSHSSSFSSSSSSSSS 
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Compton, California .. . 
THE SEA ANGELS 
By John C. Mills 


The Sea Angels and their friends 
a gala New Year's party 


attended 
at the residence of 


one of their members; Mr. and Mrs. Dewy 
Welch. Approximately twenty-four guests were 
present and a very pleasant time was had by all. 


The 27th of January was the last club dive 


of this quarter, for the club’s perpetual tro- 
phy. !hree other members and Charles Stew- 
art leit for Laguna Beach, where the dive 
was t) be held on the day following the 26th, 
and s!tyed overnight in his sportster pick up 
truck. as luck, or Chuck, would have it; the 
dive was called off because of adverse weather 


condiiions and dirty water, which cleared up 
when we reached home. The perpetual trophy 
is the permanent property of Le Roy Charles 
Stewa:t, who has won it for three quarters in 


LA PAZ 


BAJA CALIFORNIA, MEXICO 


ROUND TRIP ‘70: 
from TIJUANA Ta 


LA PA ORETO 





z 

LAS cruces 
a 

see YOUR TRAVEL AGENT or 


Trane de Conrtea 


SCHEDULED AIRLINE 


SUITE 418 » 510 W. 6th ST 
MA 5-1551 


LOS ANGELES 14, CALIF 





succession, 
By Laws 
“Gripes” >a» 


which according to club rules and 
gives it to him. Listen to the 


Los Angeles, Calif... . 
LUNG BUSTERS 

By Bob Figucroa 
Once again we journeyed to Punta Banda, 
this time with some of the wives and gal 
friends along. Anglers reported Killer Whales 
in the vicinity of the light house where we 
were diving although we saw no sign of them. 
We did sight a big Manta and a very large 
Skate. Everyone got their share of Abs and 
plenty of big Sheepshead which seem to be 
abundant in these waters. Two of our mem- 


bers broke in new dry suits and everyone 
put plenty of wear and tear on their gear. 
We plan to make Catalina our next large 


scale outing. >» 





Bellflower, Calif. ... 
DAVEY JONES RAIDERS 
By George Toombs 


“The Davey Jones Raiders” who have been 


on the inactive side recently due to their 
boat being overhauled and having a new 
diesel motor installed are again on the up- 


grade toward the standing they once enjoyed 


among the older clubs in So. Calif. 

New officers have been elected for 1957, 
they are: Birt Titford, Danny Carmona, Ed 
Pratt, Geo. Toombs and Frank Evans 


New members are now being accepted into 
the club, it is desired that they be year 
around active divers as we are planning some 
exciting journeys to the off-shore islands in 
the near future. Anyone interested in joining 
can contact Geo. Toombs at TOrrey 6-3452 
or Birt Titford at GArfield 5-6925." >» 
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La Paz. 


Round Trip From Juarez $64.32 
Round Trip From Guaymas $26.04 


FLY in luxurious DC3 scheduled flights daily to La 
Paz, 


as the world’s best fishing grounds 
sunny days a year 


climate with 361 


Small 
$3.00 per hour 
Cruisers from $50 to $60 per day 


visited by Hernan Cortez in 1536. Acclaimed 
A wonderful 





Mexico’s Spearfishing Mecca 


motors $2 and 


SKIN DIV ERS 10 


10 and 25 HP 
Less 25% to 


boats 








BUY DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURER AND SAVE THE MIDDLE MAN'S PROFIT 
Plastic Housings coe 
2-Rollie 
2-Robot 
4-Leicas 
3-Bolex _.. 
3-Stereo-Realist 


MAKO 


Camera Housings 


| Time tested, con- 
| structed of the 
best materials. 
Completely O- 
ring sealed. 


2219 Biscayre Blvd. 


Each 
$40.00 
.. $25.00 
. $35.00 
$60.00 
$45.00 


eae W /Flash 


3 or 4 


UNDERWATER SPORTS © 


Miami, Fla. 


1-Stereo-Revere 
1-Praktica— 


2-Metal Leica 
8-Metal Argus 


.. $35.00 =a 


$85.00 ai 
$45.00 - 


ye 
$1995 


is ready for delivery 


FR. 3-6474 


$49.95 











DIVING TOURS, 


® Spacious 161/2-Ft. Beam 
® Certified Air Supply for All 
® Ship-to-Shore Radio 


Leaves Each Saturday and Sunday 
7:15 A.M. from Fellows & Stewart, 
Old Yard, Terminal Island Berth 
206— (after crossing Ford Avenue 
draw bridge turn right and follow 
crrow signs)—Returns approximate- 
ly 6 P.M. 


The SCUBA is also available for 
Weekday Cruises — Make Plans 
Now! 

Available for Charter Parties, Skin 
Diving Clubs, etc. 











ae 


INC. 


The Most Complete Facility Offered—'The SCUBA’, Specially Designed Jeffries Built 48-ft. Diesel-powered Boot, for Safety, Service and Comfort: 
@ Large Comfortable Cabin with Snack Bar © Comfortably Accommodates up to 30 Divers with Full Equipment 
Makes SCUBA 


¢ Complete Rental Service for Diving, Spearfishing and Underwater Photographic Equipment, 


@ Three Large Easy-to-Use Diving Ladders 
















fishing School of Haiti.” 


Proudly Announces the First Professional Year 
Devoted Exclusively to Skin Divers and Underwater Sports Enthusiasts! 


Supervised By: GUSTAV DALLA VALLE, World-Famous Authority on 
Skin Diving, Spearfishing &G Underwater Sports—Founder and Director 
of the First Spearfishing School in the World, “The International Spear- 


"Round Boat Service 


@ Fathometer @ Ingersoll-Rand Compressor 


at Reasonable Rates 


Rates for Day—$7.00 per Person, 
For Reservations and Further Infor- 
mation, call FRontier 9-5202. 
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New York, N. Y.... 
THE LONG ISLAND DOLPHINS, INC. 
By Fred Evans 

Air Temp: Varies between 10 and 20 de- 
grees—Water Temp: Darn cold. 

So far the month of January has been 
taken up planning our annual Scuba course 
and getting our new officers settled and our 
numerous committees organized. We are fin- 
ally ready to start the ball rolling on our 
course January 20 at the Hotel Shelton, New 
York City. It will run for eight weeks. One 
of our real accomplishments recently and 
one of which we are very proud was the 
adoption of a set of rules governing ourselves 
as far as spearfishing is concerned. In the in- 
terests of conservation and sportsmanship all 
over the country I will take the liberty of 
writing them out for any club interested. 
Type of Fish Minimum Size Max. Daily Catch 


Blackfish 14inches Four fish per day 
Bluefish 14inches Four fish per day 
Flounder .... 10 inches Six fish per day 
Fluke 10 inches Six fish per day 
Striped Bass 24inches Two fish per day 
Eel --- Six fish per day 
Weakfish ---- none 


The following may not be speared but must 

be taken by hand: 

Lobster 12inches Four per day 

Crabs NO FEMALES _ Twelve per day 

NO SCUBA (self contained underwater 
breathing apparatus, eg.; Aqua 
Lung, Divair, Scott Air Pak, 
etc.): may be used while fishing. 

NO free spears may be used 

NO CO2 guns may be used 

NO power heads may be used 

I might point out that the rules would have 

to be revised to meet the conditions existing 

in different parts of the country. In conclu- 

sion, January has been a rewarding month 

the below freezing weather notwithstanding. 

Happy diving ‘till next time. >» 


CORNELIUS COMPRESSOR 
Compressors $29.95 - $60.00 


Complete Assemblies 


$165.00 


AQUA PRODUCTS 
2005 Monroe Street 
Toledo, Ohio 




























THUMB SAFETY 


SAMPSON —the on that has made world records... 


FUNNEL LOADING 







FLUSHING PORT 
TWIN LINE RELEASES 
FOR POWERHEAD USE. 


SAMPSON 


PROFESSIONAL 
UNDERWATER 
CAMERA HOUSINGS 






TRIPLE SLINGS 
DETACHABLE HEAD 
cates” Se a GRADE 


GUN $4730 


SAMPSON 
MACHINE 
WORKS 


- 1604 NEWPORT BLVD. 
COSTA MESA, 
CALIFORNIA 





Designed for the Bell & 
Howell 16 & 35 MM 
100’ roll cameras. 





and many of our top Cameramen. 


Navy 


Used by Fish & Game, 























SKIN DIVER MAGAZINE 
Box 128 
Lynwood, California 


1-yr. $3 
I enclose $ 


udscription Blan 





5-yr. $10 
years subscription. 


2-yr. $5 





C]) New 








[) Renew 
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Great Notch, New Jersey . . 
NEW JERSEY SKIN DIVING CLUB 
By Barbara Kidder, Reporter 
Water Temp. 36 degrees—Water Condition 
Excellent-Franklin Quarry—Air Temp. 32 de. 
grees. 


Our club had a honored guest this month, 
He was George E. Krasle, Vice Cha:rman 
from the Georgia State Divers Assoc: ition 
George saw our monthly report in “Skin 
Diver” and contacted us to tell us he vould 
be up here over the holidays. He su~ ested 
that he would like to meet us and the mem. 
bers from our club and discuss the pro lems 
we are having with the scarcity of goo! diy. 
ing in the winter months along with the many 
other problems of skin diving. On Sait irday, 
December 29, two members from our club, 
Jim McNamara, our delegate to the VN, J 
Council of Diving Clubs and Dick k idder, 
Vice President, showed George the sig its of 
the Franklin Quarry. As you can see n the 
enclosed picture, it was D - - - Cold ((-eorge 
on the left and Dick Kidder on the r cht), 

That same evening we had represer atives 
from several clubs in New Jersey inc uding 
the Diving Jets of Paterson, to meet ( -orge 
He showed us some slides of his budd: s and 
had quite a bull session on diving. Our meet. 
ing was very successful (along with be. + and 
pretzels). I may be getting in too dee, but 
I think this should happen more often This 
is a national sport and I think it wo: ld be 
very helpful to every club, if they k pt in 
contact with clubs all over the United >tates 
If they have any members that are go ng to 
be in other states, they could be a g: <st of 
that particular state club and bring b: -k in- 
formation, probably more then they could 
scrape up with three months diving in their 
own state. Anyone interested in joininz our 
group contact me at: Longhill Road, Ap. 8D, 
Great Notch, N. J. >» 

Daly City, Calif. . . 
SEA LIONS OF SAN MATEO COUNTY 
By Richard Selmi 

Diving has been very good here in Central 
California lately, with a considerable amount 
of large fish being speared. Ed Brawley, our 
dynamic Vice President, has been a tiger with 
an ab iron lately, with abs to 10 inches. Jack 
Larkin came up with his first large ling cod 
of 10 Ibs., no more pogys for Jack. Ted Han- 


sen has been consistently good at spearing 
his share of nice fish, also good on abs. He 
has the photo bug lately and we expect him 
to show up with a new underwater camera 
soon, we hope. 

The Sea Lions have had two exceptionally 
good major outings. The first was at Mission 
Beach, Carmel, where some of our new men: 
bers had their first clear view of the magzi- 
ficent mysterious depths. As we entered the 
water on the South side of the cove and 
passed through the first fringe of kelp, Bruce 
Selmi spotted an octopus in about 20’ of 
water. He speared it but could not pull it 
loose from the rocks. He finally begrudging- 
ly gave permission for us to help him land 
the demon of the deep—so Richard Selm 
speared him also, and with the aid of Chuck 
Rodgers from Modesto, Calif., we finally 
made it in to the beach, and believe m 
were a tired trio. 


Our second trip was to Pigeon Poin! 
where visibility was at least 50 to 60 ft and 
Ted Hansen had a chance to take some ut 
derwater photos, with only fair results, bu! 
he will keep trying. All members had a good 
day on fish and abs. Richard Selmi speared 
a 5% ft. octopus to make it the second for 
the club. We are planning on an octopus 
dinner real soon. Any one interested in ovr 


club can call Richard Selmi at Plaze 5- 
3000, Daly City, Calif. =» 
SKIN DIVER—March, |957 
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| HAVE AN UNLIMITED SUPPLY OF 


DUCK FEET 


Giants 
$12.95 






Available in black or gum rubber .. . 


MEL’S AQUA SHOP 


iviera Village FRontier 5-6714 
191’ So. Catalina Ave., Redondo Beach, Cal. 


— 








SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 
Ag va-Lung, Divair, Scott & Northill 
B.!-Aqua, Carib, Seal, Pirelli and 
Wet Suits 
Certified Air Refills 
A/ Types Fins, Masks and Guns 
omplete Line of Accessories 


Puget Sound DiversCo. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 


SEATTLE 9, WASHINGTON 





FENJOHN 


Underwater Photo & Equipment 
Company 
90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Pa. 











THE MOST POPULAR 

“MAKE . IT - YOUR- 

SELF” SUIT KIT — 
$29.95 


The warmest, most 
comfortable and swim- 
mable suit — excellent 
in waters down to 45° 
—recommend mittens 
and socks when water 
is below 60°. 


non- 
four non-corrosive 
cement, patterns and 


Complete with best materials obtainable ; 
connecting cell Neoprene, 
Zippers, seam material, 
dir-ctions. 

+ 7 + 7 


New underwater compass, 


WD Ci ssticscersicinen ...$12.50 
Fenjohn non-slip weight belts 
ind 8 weights $ 8.95 


Write for our new catalog 





—~ 
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Chippewa Falls, Wisc. 
EAU CLAIRE SKIN DIVERS CLUB 
By William Smith 

We may be silent but not inactive. Of the 
twenty members in our club, eight are fully 
equipped for winter diving and have been 
doing so every other week. 

Seems as though Wisconsin will be one of 
the first states to legalize game fish for un- 
derwater spearfishing. To keep spearing lim- 
ited to skin divers, a special skin diving li- 
cense is proposed at a fee of $2.00 per year 
plus the price of the regular fishing licenses. 

Our projects for this winter are: instruct- 
ing safety in our local schools and practicing 
rescue and life saving through the ice. 

We are still widely recognized by radio 
station WCHF and WEAU-TV who follow 
the sport of skin diving quite extensively. 

A few months ago we came close to hav- 
ing our first club mishap. Our club president, 
Sheridan Westley, ran out of air while sur- 
veying a sunken ship at a depth of 90 feet 
in Lake Superior. He watches his air supply 
a little closer now and stays away from the 
deeper spots unless he has his tanks with a 
reserve strapped to his back. So far our club 
has found and collected souvenirs from four 
different ships sunken in Lake Superior. >» 


Pensacola, Fla... . 
PENSACOLA FIN DIVERS ASSOCIATION 
By G. H. Charles 

The Pensacola Fin Divers held their annual 
banquet on the 14th of December for instal- 
lation of its new officers. Donnell Smith suc- 
ceeds Joe Kingry as president. Marvin Golds- 
by succeeds John Orvitt as vice-president; 
Gregory Charles, re-elected secretary-treasurer, 
and Lynn Moody, re-elected as safety officer. 

During the past year the Fin Divers held 
one AAU sanctioned spearfishing rodeo and 
one spearfisherman from Chicago and an- 
other from Panama City walked away with 
two of the prizes. 

The safety officer has conducted a course 
in senior life saving during the year and 
some of the members qualified. In the future, 
we expect to have all our members qualified. 

Our club consists of 15 to 20 active mem- 
bers. We have a mixture of professional busi- 
nessmen and service men in the club. 

Two members, Ray Edwards and Marvin 
Goldsby were recently commended by the 
Naval authorities for their efforts in rescu- 
ing a couple from a car in 30 ft. of water. 
They were both awarded “good citizen” cer- 
tificates. 

Spearfishing has been excellent during the 
past few months and we are always looking 
for out of towners to look up us. Contact 
us at Box 561, Pensacola, Fla. >=» 


Los Angeles, Calif... . 
PESCADORES 
By Jack Opperman 
During November and December you would 
have thought the Southern California beaches 
were located in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Diving conditions were ideal and we missed 
only two weekends during the two months. 
Air temperature was consistently in the 70's 
and 80's, water temperature in the high 50's. 
Amazingly, visibility was often up to 50 feet 
and the surf was always low. Our jaunts 
took us to Dana Point, Salt Creek, Laguna, 
Palos Verdes, Pt. Dume, and Carpinteria. 
The largest bug taken was 15 Ib., the largest 
scallop 7%”. Christmas Day a few of us 
had about the most enjoyable dive we have 
ever had. Temperature in the 80's, visibility 
virtually unlimited (above and below the sur- 
face), and the Pacific was like a mill pond. 
We swam several miles along the beautiful 
Laguna shoreline, exploring caves and rock 
formations usually white with surge. >» 





Penguin 
SKIN DIVERS SHOP 


Completely Stocked 





ATTENTION DIVERS 


FREE $325.00 FREE 


Complete diving 
gear for one... 
Penguin Wet Suit 
PW-2, Penguin Dry 
Suit P-1, Aqua- 
Lung Regulator DA, 
Aqua-Lung Tank 
EJ, Fins, Mask, 
Snorkel, Weight 
Belt, Delux Arba- 
lete Spear Gun. 
Drawing closes Ap- 
ril 1. Chance coup- 
on given with ev- 
ery $1.00 purchase. Store completely 
stocked. Hours 9:00 to 7:00.Closed Sunday. 


Penguin, Tne. 
6162 Atlantic Ave. Long Beach, Calif. 
GArfield 2-2612 














Wanta be a better diver ? 


try... GYM “N” SWIM 


. . . to increase your endurance and 
stamina thru daily exercise. Let us help 
you trim down, enlarge your chest ca- 
pacity and breath-holding ability, with 
our special breathing exercises. 
Our facilities include . 

A large swimming pool—Complete gym 
—Reducing equipment 
—Steam Room— 
—Showers and lock- 
ers—Trained body- 
building instructors 








Managed by Jack Rainier 


GYM “N” SWIM 


4500 E. Firestone Phone LO. 7-9127 


Southgate California 
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Bulletin Board 


RATE: Personal notices accepted only. No. 


Divers’ Bulletin 


Commercials. 10c per word. Payment must 
accompany copy before closing date, first 
of month. 


FOR SALE OR TRADE—New 6 man rub- 
ber life raft, unused, carrying case includ- 
ed, $50.00. H. H. Helson, 5286 Odell St., 
Riverside, Calif. 


WILL TRADE OR BUY — 35mm under- 
water color slides for personal collection. 
Harold Brewer, 728 N. Blaine Ave., South 
Bend, Indiana. 


JUST MARRIED—Must sell latest model 
never used Divair lung complete. You pay 
postage, first $80 takes it. Dick Wiltse, 
4035 Parrakeet Ave., Toledo 12, Ohio. 


WANTED — diving partner from near 
Camp Pendleton, California, who dives all 
year. Contact Sgt. Denis N. Kiwan, 217-A 
Marine Drive, Oceanside, California (on 
base). 


NEW IN CARTONS—two Snorkair lungs, 
will sell for $19.00 each postpaid. Bob 
Travis Keagle, Rt. 2, Hopkins, Minn. 


PROFESSIONAL 16mm EASTMAN K-100 
movie camera with wide angle F 1.8 lens 
in underwater stainless steel case. Will 
send a snapshot and price, on request. 
Travis Studio Photography, Rt. 2, Hopkins, 
Minn. 


| WOULD LIKE TO BUY a new—used—or 
broken 3 stage water lubricated high 
pressure 3000 P.S.I. air compressor. Tra- 
vis Diving Co., Rt. 2, Box 52, Hopkins, 
Minn. 


CUBAN AMULET 


Good luck charm for 
keychain, 
bracelet etc. Tiger 
shark tooth in hand- 
made mounting; in 
silver $2.50 and 18 
gold $12.00. 
Price includes tax 





necklace, 


carat 


and postage-mailing. 
Send money order: 





SEPY DOBRONY!I 


Sizes from ¥/,” to 14,” Plaza 











CONNECTICUT 
SKIN DIVING HEADQUARTERS 
SALES RENTALS 
COMPRESSED AIR STATION 


UNDERWATER SPORTS INC. 


1751 PARK ST. HARTFORD 








SOLVE YOUR AIR PROBLEMS 


For i it we have Ingersoll- 
Rand, 3 — pd Charge your 
“Seventy” in 3.86 minutes to 2250 psi. 
These are no toys. Get a lifetime machine. 
Have your installation engineered, com- 
plete plans furnished. We have extensive 
stock of hard to get _— pressure valves, 
fittings, tubing, etc. ite for details. 
McWHORTER ENGINEERING co. 
P.O. Box 9014 © Birmingham 9, Ala. 








Join Bahama Cruise 


140’ schooner sails from Miami to Bir in 
Berry Islands, Nassau, Andros, Grand Bx 
mas for 10 “days. Sail, spearfish, trec ~ 
hunt in the world’s clearest waters. § 50 
covers all expenses. CAPT. MIKE BURKE, 
P.O. Box 1051, Miami Beach 39, Florida. 








42’ Diving Cruiser 
(Fully Equipped) AY 


for SKIN DIVING and 
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 
Compressor Aboard for Unlimited Air Ret ills 
WINTER CHARTER RATE $85 
OWNER-SKIPPER MART TOGGWEILE: 
Phone: Hemlock 49664 
400 Bolsa Ave., Seal Beach, Calif. 











AQUA-LUNG 
CLASSES 


Go Underwater and Really Live! 


“I will make a diver out of you.” 
Having taught over 4,400 novices 
to be confident lung divers, we 
guarantee that in one compact les- 
son, you too can start to “Really 
Live’’!! 


MEL’S AQUA SHOP 


RIVIERA VILLAGE 


1911 So. Catalina Ave., Redondo Beach, Cal. 
FRontier 5-6714 

























THE FIRST Y 
SKIN DIVERS ana 
SPEARFISHERMEN'S 


GUIDE TO 
AMERICAN WATERS 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. 
Here's your complete an- 
swer to “‘Where do I go 
and what do I find when 
I get there?’’ AlJl about 
best locations, water tem- 
peratures, visibility, bot- 
toms, wrecks, shoals, 
reefs, and other detailed 
information shown on 
area by area charts. Clear 
illustrations enable you 
to recognize the fish of 
all areas. A wealth of 






information on sources of 
equipment air refilling 
stations, local and state 
laws, and traditions cov- 
ering the sport. At your 
diving supply dealer, 
bookstore or send $1.75. 


Cornell Maritime Press, Cambridge, Maryland 











No additional cost 
1Zé-variation, de la Catedral 59 
HABANA, CUBA 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Established shop for sale 


Year-round climate, growing area, underwater 
and surface fishing equipment. 
Marine hardware - Sporting goods, etc. 


Box 84 Christiansted 


St. Croix Virgin Islands 








BOAT "JC" 


Operated year around, open boat or — 
er to all channel islands. ay one 
Sunday open boat $6.00 per person. Leeves 
7:00 A.M. from Pacific Yacht Landing, 
Wilmington, California. 


Phones: TE. 4-9833 or LO. 9-6966 











The fast growing acceptance and use of Dacor Lungs by Expert 
Divers is proof that Doublée-Diaphragm, Two Stage construction 
provides twice the performance and Double safety. 


Regulator complete ...$82.50 


Complete Lung with 
standard valve 


Complete Lung with 
reserve valve 


Double Tank Lung 


164.50 
239.50 





“ DACOR Corporation 


P.O. BOX 551, 





EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 





—— 
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| Tremendous Saving! 


Ingersoll-Rand High-Pressure 


AIR COMPRESSORS 


« Wilt fill 37 C.F. tank in 7 minutes. 

* Rated 2000 PSI., 16 CFM. at "600 } RPM. 
¢ U.S. Air Force rebuilt. 
+ 3-stege Compressor, Model 3321. 





This compressor will pay for itself many 
times over with savings on tank refills. 
Rejuires 7.5 H.P. electric motor or Wis- 


consin VE-4 gasoline engine. 

List price $1160.00 
Now, while they last, 29500 
Sh p. Wt. 400 Ibs. F.0.B. Chicago 








SPECIAL! — Brand new — War Surplus 
V/isconsin engines sold only with com- 





pressor. Reg. $412 — Now Only $212. 








HARRIS SUPPLY CO. 
(Regular Ingersoll-Rand dealer) 
17!0 So. Michigan Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
Phone WEbster 9-2700 








BACK ISSUES 
f 
‘SKIN DIVER’ 


Available at 35c each 


Send check or money order for 
full amount to ‘Back Issues,” 
Skin Diver, Box 128, Lynwood, 
Calif. Name each copy desired 
. Or send $10 for complete 
set of available back issues. 
kk 
Volume | — 1952 
May, June and August 
kk 
Volume Il — 1953 
February 
xk * 
Volume III — 1954 


January, February, March, June, July, 
November and December 


x *k* *& 
Volume IV — 1955 


anuary, February, March, April, 
August, September, November 
xk k * 


Volume V — 1956 


January through December 
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| SUIT KITS 


A complete line of both wet and dry 

types made from the highest quality 

materials. 

2-ply gum rubber, dry type; new ma- 

terial contains 8% neoprene. Long 

suit, hood, boot and molded cuffs, 

$29.95. 

Foam neoprene wet type, seven heavy 

duty zippers are installed, long suit 

2-piece with hood, $34.95. 

WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE AND 

MATERIAL SAMPLES. 

Box 1191 Lompoc, California 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


LOMPOC SPORT DIVERS 
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SKIN DIVING in the clear waters of the Ba- 
hamas and Caribbean, beautiful coral reefs, 
plenty of fish, treasure hunt in old wrecks. 
Vacation on the WHITE SWAN 
Diesel sailing schooner, roomy accommoda 
tions for 6-8 people. Boat equipped with 
three stage compressor for aqua lungs 
Rates reasonable. 


CAPT. E. A. FOSTER, JR. 
2290 NW North River Dr. Miami, Florida 
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JOIN OUR 


UNDERWATER 
CLUB NOW! 





WRITE FOR FREE 
PRICE LIST AND 
SPECIAL PRIVILEGES 
TO CLUB MEMBERS 
We stock a complete line of 
nationally advertised diving 
needs including SCUBA, wet 
and dry type suits, spear guns, 
fins, masks, water skis, aqua- 
planes, parts and accessories. 


Our Stock! We Pay All | 
— Costs to Youl , 





DEPT. SD-12 


Box 242, Syracuse 1, New York 


immediate Delivery from i? 















e AQUA — CAMe 


UNDERWATER FLASH CAMERA 





7055 Eastondale 


AwR>sz 


PATENTED 
Price $49.95 (Bat. Ex. $2. 58) P. P. 


(Came or flash gun availabl parately 


omih. cast aluminum construction for deep 

dives. 

Larger 21/4,” x 314” B.&W. or color neg. 

Sure fire BC unit in camera and removable 

reflector or flash gun. 

Unbreakable quick shot gun type sight. 

Pressure valve. +620 film. #5 or #25 bulb. 
Order direc our favorite dealer 


Mfr.  E. E. PETERSEN Dist. 


Long Beach 5, Calif. 


oy thru 











MAKE YOUR OWN WEIGHTS 


A two cavity machined mold for 
any desired weights up to 3 pounds. 
Perfect weights assured. Will fit 
belts up to two inches in width. 
Cost of four weight belts will pay 
for your mold. 


Great savings for everyone. 


Price > 39% 


DOLPHIN ENTERPRISES 


9642 East Artesia Bellflower, Calif. 
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VIRGIN ISLANDS 
"Skin Divers’ 
x* * 


SCUBA 


Sale - Rent - Service - Refills 


Paradise” 


Underwater Equipment in the 
Caribbean 


= wf & 


Cc. & M. CARON 


P. O. Box 315 
U. S. Virgin Islands 


Main Street 


4 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
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‘ 
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‘ 
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4 
4 
‘ 
Most complete stock of ? 
‘ 
\ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
4 
‘ 
\ 
\ 
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St. Thomas 4 
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DIVERS 
SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 


Skin Diving’s Most Complete 
Catalog, Yours for the Asking 
PARKER DISTRIBUTORS 
P. O. BOX 55, WILLIAMSBRIDGE STATION 


NEW YORK 67, N. Y 
Dept. 237 











If it’s Skin Diving Equipment 
DIVE WITH THE BEST 


DON?’S aoua sHop 


5400 Princeton St. (enter on Fairfax) 
Oakland 1, Calif. ANdover 1-264] 














THE WORLD'S FINEST, MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS ANU SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT ! * 3669 SEVENTH AVENUE 


ANGELES 18 CALUORNIA 
———— 











